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An incident in evangelism • Under construction 
Declaring Him • Healing for wounded marriages 
Cliff Myers shifted in his seat and 
glanced uneasily at the man in the green 
suit to his right. These half-hour train 
rides home were the one thing I could 
enjoy, Cliff thought to himself. I could 
read, sleep, daydream, pick my nose if 1 
cared to, without having to give a 
thought to my fellowman. But now all 
that is undone. 
All of that came unraveled with the 
arrival of the new pastor at the small, 
suburban church Cliff attended. The 
church had grown accustomed—even 
comfortable—with the seminary gradu-
ates who passed through on their way to 
larger and more lucrative congregations. 
The church had learned how to deal 
with these pastors still wet behind the 
ears with idealism. They waited. It was a 
safe bet that within a year either the 
pastor or the idealism would be gone. 
The new pastor had proved different. 
Not only did he seem uninterested in 
greener pastures, he actually seemed to 
enjoy the challenge of trying to breathe 
life into what could generously be called 
a stagnant congregation. 
At first the congregation had resisted 
his efforts. After all, they were profes-
sional people scattered throughout nu-
merous suburbs. Church was not sup-
posed to be a challenging, growing 
experience. They had jobs for that. 
Rather it was to be a safe, comfortable 
pilgrimage into the past. It was a weekly 
charade of feelings and habits that they 
couldn't understand or embrace, but 
that they also couldn't ignore—although 
to a person they had tried. 
Now the new pastor was asking them 
not only to take their own faith seriously, 
but to share that faith with others. 
It had never occurred to Cliff that 
there was anything about his faith that 
might be worth sharing. He had never 
met a person in his seven years in the city 
who did not seem perfectly happy with 
his or her circumstances. In fact, Cliff 
had met few persons whose circumstan-
ces he did not envy. These pagans par-
tied and celebrated with a full throttled 
abandon that made his guilt laden ef-
forts to do the same seem not only 
clumsy but half-hearted. 
If things weren't bad enough, when 
the pastor's enthusiasm refused to fade, 
other members of the congregation be-
gan to get caught up in his zeal. 
Last Sunday things finally had come 
to a head. The pastor had preached a 
rousing sermon on evangelism that had 
left even Cliff with a bit of a tingle. The 
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jo what do you think? 
Is Christianity for real?" 
Beneath his coat, Cliff 
could feel his pores 
begin to overheat. This 
was his chance. But what 
should he say? 
sermon had resulted in one of the most 
active sharing times in the congrega-
tion's history. 
In a moment of euphoria, one member 
of the congregation had suggested that 
by the following Sunday, wouldn't it be 
exciting if everybody would have wit-
nessed to one other person. Then they 
could all come back and report on their 
incident in evangelism. 
In the passion of the moment the idea 
had been accepted. Even Cliff had caught 
himself with his hand half suspended in 
mid-air. 
Now the following Sunday was only 
two days away and Cliff had yet to wit-
ness. Not that he hadn't thought about 
it—in fact he had thought of little else. 
He had systematically worked through 
his dilemma. He had eliminated his 
neighbors as possibilities. He didn't 
know any of them all that well, and he 
didn't relish having to live with the 
stigma of being the neighborhood fana-
tic. Work was out. He wasn't about to 
take chances with his job. That left the 
people he rode with on the train to and 
from work. He reasoned that the com-
muters changed often enough that the 
incident would be soon forgotten. Be-
sides, if worse came to worse, he could 
always get off at the next station and 
catch another train. 
The result of that decision had been to 
turn his normally enjoyable train rides 
into a series of torturous experiences— 
each new encounter charged with stom-
ach churning apprehension about what 
he was obligated to do, and each failed 
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opportunity adding to his ever-increas-
ing burden of guilt. 
Cliff glanced again at the man in the 
green suit and his mind again started to 
tick off reasons why this encounter was 
not right for witnessing. 
"Sometimes I just don't know," the 
man in the green suit mumbled. 
"What's that?" Cliff asked. 
"I said, 'Sometimes I just don't 
know,' " the man replied. 
"You don't now what?" 
"I just don't know if life is worth liv-
ing," the man sighed. 
"Oh." Cliff busied himself adding 
more reasons to his list. 
"I mean," the man interrupted, "just 
look at us riding this lousy train like 
cattle on the way to market. We go to 
and from jobs that were routine the 
second week. We shuffle papers that 
might as well be tossed in the waste-
basket as some forgotten file. Then we 
go back home to kids you have to pry 
away from the TV set and a wife that 
keeps forgetting your first name." 
"Yeah," Cliff laughed. "It can seem 
that way sometimes." 
"Seem, nothing, it is that way. At least 
for me. And I've had about all I can 
take. You know what I decided to do 
this morning?" 
"What?" 
"I decided to stay on the train for two 
extra stations and take a cab back to 
work." 
"That doesn't sound so bad. . . ." 
"Bad! It's downright boring. That's 
the point. The most exciting way I can 
think of to get out of this rut is down-
right boring. If I don't find some mean-
ing in my life soon, I . . . I don't know 
what I'll do." 
"Don't you have any friends you can 
talk this out with?" Cliff suggested. The 
man in the green suit shook his head. An 
uncomfortable silence fell between the 
two. For a minute the man sat and 
stared at his hands. 
Suddenly the man turned and thrust 
his hands, palms up, towards Cliff. "I 
know there has to be some meaning in 
life," he exploded. "I mean, look at all 
the things you can do with your hands— 
eat, play, work, create things. If there 
wasn't some greater purpose in life, why 
would we have hands that could do all 
those things?" 
"Have your ever thought of seeing a 
psychiatrist?" Cliff asked, moving as 
close as he dared to the woman on his 
left. The man in the green suit grabbed 
Cliff by the lapels of his coat. 
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"Look, friend, I'm not crazy." 
"N-N-No offense intended," Cliff 
stammered. "It's just that, well, they're 
supposed to be good at helping you find 
deeper meanings and things like that. I 
went myself once." 
The man in the green suit released 
Cliffs lapel and folded his hands on his 
lap. "Did you find deeper meaning?" the 
man asked. Cliff shook his head no and 
looked away. 
Out of the corner of his eye Cliff could 
see the man smiling sadly at him, as if 
Cliff and not he were the one with the 
problem. Cliff studied the graffiti on the 
train ceiling. "A rose is a tulip is a daf-
fodil is a dandelion," a purple scrawl of 
paint stared back at him. 
"I'm sorry I got all agitated a minute 
ago," the man in the green suit said when 
he could catch Cliffs attention again. "I 
guess I was just feeling sorry for myself. 
You see, most people don't find mean-
ing in life because they never really look 
for it. In my case the search for meaning 
has been a life-long odyssey. I've looked 
for meaning in nature; I've tried flota-
tion, meditation, deprivation; I've joined 
every group from Est to PTA; and I 
must've tried every religion that ever had 
seven or more followers—except one, 
that is." 
"Which was that?" 
"Christianity." 
An unintelligible, high-pitched squeak 
escaped from Cliffs throat. 
"Did you say something?" the man in 
the green suit asked. 
"Huh? Un, n-no," Cliff replied. 
"It probably sounds strange that with 
all the experimenting I've done, I haven't 
tried something so obvious. But there's 
something about people using the name 
of Christ to do everything from hustling 
money to fighting a war that just turned 
me off. Only recently did it occur to me 
that the fault may not be Christ's as 
much as some of the characters that 
claim to follow him. Are you a Chris-
tian?" the man suddenly asked. 
"Uh, yes, yes, I am." 
"So what do you think? Is Christian-
ity for real?" 
Beneath his coat Cliff could feel his 
pores begin to overheat. Clearly this was 
his chance. But now that the chance was 
here, what should he say? More than 
that, what did he really believe? Cliff 
only knew that he had better act fast or 
his opportunity would be lost. 
"Yes!" he blurted. "Uh, I mean, I 
think that for some, um, people the 
experience of, uh, Christianity certainly 
appears to be a significant one, at least 
to themselves, uh, that is." 
The man fell silent again, this time as 
if he was pondering what Cliff had said. 
Cliff hardly noticed. He was already 
working on how he would present his 
incident in evangelism on Sunday. For 
the first time all week he felt relaxed and 
happy. 
An abandoned warehouse flashed by 
the train window—a landmark Cliff 
used to note that his station was approach-
ing. He began to gather his belongings. 
"Well, this is my station," Cliff said. 
"Nice talking to you." 
"Yes, nice talking to you," the man 
replied. "And thanks." 
"Think nothing of it." 
"Nothing! You saved me a great deal 
of time and energy." 
"What do you mean?" 
"I've been wasting my life chasing 
after this and that cause, looking for 
meaning. You kept me from going 
down another dead end—Christianity." 
"But, but . . ." Cliff sputtered as the 
train lurched to a stop. 
"All those years, all those causes, and 
not until today have I finally realized 
that I've been looking for something 
that doesn't exist. That just doesn't 
exist." 
"But what I meant was. . . ." 
"Hey, you'd better hurry," the man in 
the green suit said. "I'd hate to see you 
miss your station." • 
Joel Kauffmann, freelance writer and cre-
ator of the "Sisters and Brothers" cartoon 
series, lives in Goshen, IN. This article was 
reprinted by permission from his book, The 
Best of Sisters and Brothers. 
Welcome. . . 
. . . to the September edition of the Evangelical Visitor. This is a special 
issue in at least two ways: 
First, we give an unusual amount of space to this month's 
theme—telling others about Jesus Christ (something nearly all of us 
want to do, but often fear doing). We hope the dozen articles on 
witnessing and evangelism give you renewed enthusiasm and con-
fidence as you share your faith with others you meet. 
Secondly, copies of this issue will be distributed in each Brethren 
in Christ congregation to persons who are not yet subscribers, as 
part of our fall subscription drive. Our goal is "a Visitor in every 
home." We hope first-time readers enjoy the magazine and will join 
the family of subscribers. (Information about ordering is on page 
29.) 
Don't miss the third of Ruth Dourte's articles on marriage (page 
20) and a suggestion for a different kind of Christmas program 
(page 22), as well as the missions articles and other regular features. 




A couple of years ago I was at the 
O'Hare Airport in Chicago when I was 
approached by a girl from the Unifica-
tion Church. She asked for money. 
Believing one can be aggressive to cult 
people, I said, "I won't give you any 
money because you're leading people 
astray." 
She asked, "What do you mean?" 
I replied, "Well, you call yourself a 
church. But some of the most important 
things that the Christian church has 
believed since the first century, you 
don't believe. For example, you don't 
believe that Jesus Christ was the unique 
Son of God. You don't believe that he 
did what he came to do when he died on 
the cross. You don't believe in Jesus' 
bodily resurrection. You don't believe 
that this same Jesus is the one who is 
coming again in the last days." 
All that staggered her a bit, so she 
picked one of these statements to see if I 
really knew what her group believed 
about it. I did. Then she chided me for 
calling her a Moonie, which she referred 
to as the media's name for her church. 
To that I responded, "Well, since you're 
not a church, it's as good a name as 
any." 
After a few minutes, when she had 
decided I really wasn't going to give her 
any money, she said, "Well, I have to go 
on," and she left. 
Christians need to witness when the 
opportunities arise, although there are 
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many excuses to plead: I feel awkward 
saying something; I don't think I can 
answer all the questions people may ask; 
I don't think they will be interested in 
what I have to say. 
A New Testament Model 
The New Testament is a good resource 
about how to witness. New Testament 
Christians always seemed to take oppor-
tunities to witness. For example, in Acts 
21:37-22:29, Paul was arrested. An angry 
crowd was threatening him. Yet Paul 
asked permission to give his testimony 
to them, knowing it would not calm 
them down, but rile them up even more. 
Why did he want to talk to this angry 
mob? Because, says Acts 22:1, he want-
ed to make a defense (apologia). He did 
not want to defend himself, but the ways 
of God. 
Now Paul was in Jerusalem when 
this incident happened. Ah, that's good, 
Th e example 
of Paul is 
very encouraging 
as we speak 
to people. 
you might think. There were thousands 
of Christians in Jerusalem. At Pente-
cost, 20 years before, all Jerusalem had 
passed under the spell of the gospel. But 
in the years since that time, the Jerusa-
lem church went downhill. It compro-
mised, accommodated itself to non-
Christian standards, and was ill at ease 
with what God was doing in such places 
as Samaria and Cornelius' house. It was 
only after lengthy debate that they could 
agree to grant the Gentiles relative free-
dom from time-honored traditons. The 
result was that the mother church of all 
of Christianity seemed to have no influ-
ence at all in Jerusalem to help Paul in 
his time of need. 
But Paul gave his testimony anyway. 
He began by speaking about himself to 
an irrational mob. And he said what any 
of us might be able to say. He talked 
about what had happened in his own 
life. You can do that! Of course, some-
thing must have happened in your life— 
God must have gotten hold of you and 
changed you. 
Paul talked about his heritage. He 
talked about his upbringing as an ortho-
dox Jew. He talked about his conver-
sion and baptism, but in such a way that 
nothing would have seemed odd to a 
pious Jew. Paul even complimented 
them (22:3). It's hard to compliment 
people who want to kill you. But in that 
compliment lies a lesson. The gospel is 
next page, please 
to be defended peacefully, without an-
ger and without deceit, as Paul says in 2 
Corinthians 4. 
Now any testimony needs to say more 
than just what has happened to you. 
Paul went on to talk about what had 
made the Jews angry in the first place: 
that God loved not only the Jews, but 
also the Gentiles. The Jews' problem 
was, of course, that if God was con-
cerned about really bad people, like 
Gentiles, what was the sense in spending 
all their lives trying to be pious? 
Well, when Paul mentioned the word 
"Gentiles," it was like the safety valve on 
a pressure cooker going off. There was 
an explosion and Paul couldn't go on. 
When the mob howled in fury (Acts 
22:22), the Roman commander, who 
couldn't understand Aramaic, decided 
to flog Paul. Flogging was a horrible 
thing, but it was a penalty from which 
Roman citizens were exempt by the 
Valerian and Porcian codes. (The world 
is never a totally secure place, but there 
is a degree of justice in it that one can 
appeal to at times.) 
Notice the point here. It does no good 
to bear witness about a hundred safe 
things if you avoid the point about God 
which people need to hear. For exam-
ple, that Moonie in Chicago and I might 
have agreed upon a number of things. 
We could have had a nice agreeable 
chat. I could even have given her some 
money and let her feel good about me. 
To what end? That she would continue 
to misunderstand God? 
So let us ask two questions about our 
testimony: What shall we say? Can what 
we say be relevent to secular people? 
The content of our witness 
First of all, what shall we say? What 
Paul talks about is his own life, but in 
particular his own life with God. From 
other parts of the New Testament we 
know that Paul said other things in his 
testimony than the events of his own life. 
He also talked about theological facts. 
That's harder, but our testimony can't 
lead to people's conversion. It only gets 
their attention, as was true for Paul in 
Jerusalem. 
Some people have trouble putting 
into words the content of the message 
which saves people. We must be able to 
do that since it is Jesus, not ourselves, 
who saves people. 
The content of the Gospel includes at 
least five elements: 
1) Jesus Christ is truly God. 
2) Jesus' diagnosis of the human pre-
dicament is right. We are sinful, usually 
more than we can admit. 
I like Iola Dixon's response to a 
woman who came forward to pray in 
the Saxton revivals. When she was told 
to confess her sins to God, she replied 
ever so nicely, "But I haven't any sins," 
to which Iola Dixon replied, "Ask God 
to show you your sins." And so, the 
woman prayed and suddenly she ex-
claimed, "I didn't realize that was a sin. I 
didn't know that was a sin." 
3) The facts about and the meaning 
of Jesus' death. 
4) The facts about and the meaning 
of Jesus' resurrection from death. 
5) What you must do to become a 
Christian. 
It helps to think about these five ele-
ments. Write out a couple of things to 
say about each of them. Try talking to 
people about them. Ask them if they 
understand. 
The relevance of our witness 
But the question secular people have 
in their minds today about Christianity 
is not our question, "Is it true?" It is 
rather the question, "Is it relevant?" It's a 
perfectly good question. How can what 
happened to Jesus so long ago be per-
sonally relevant to someone today? 
In order for the Gospel to be relevant, 
it must provide relief from the things 
that tear people apart. What things tear 
people apart today? I can think of at 
least four: 
1) People today fear death. As in 
cocktail parties in the 19th century one 
couldn't talk about sex, so in 20th cen-
tury cocktail parties one can't talk about 
death. The tales people like Elizabeth 
Kubler Ross tell don't take this fear 
It does no good 
to talk about a 
hundred 'safe' things 
if you avoid the 
point about God 
which people need 
to hear. 
away. People fear cancer and terrorism 
and atomic warfare because they fear 
death. But Jesus says, "I am the resur-
rection and the life; he who believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall 
never die" (John 11:25,26, RS V). When 
the truth of what Jesus means has 
gripped us so that we don't fear dying, 
then we can speak Jesus' words to 
others. 
2) People today have inner empti-
ness. They are tired of the surfeited life 
that never satisfies; tired and afraid of 
the fix—of whatever kind—that never 
fixes anything. But Jesus says, "I am the 
bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never go hungry" (John 6:35). When we 
have found this to be true in our own 
lives—so that we aren't empty—then we 
can say Jesus' words to others. 
3) People today live without purpose. 
They don't know what to do when 
they're in high school and college. They 
don't know what to do when they grad-
uate. They feel caught in a daily routine, 
but they don't have any good reason to 
get out of it. But Jesus says, "I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life." I think we need to 
have a verse like that from John 8:12 
memorized so we can share it with per-
sons who live without purpose. 
4) People today want inner peace. 
This is why yoga and meditation groups 
are so popular. So much is written about 
burnout because life is so fast-paced, 
there is no peace. But Jesus says, "Peace 
is my parting gift to you, my own peace, 
such as the world cannot give. Set your 
troubled hearts at rest and banish your 
fears" (John 14:27, NEB). 
Is it too hard to say these things to 
people? If it is, it's because we are think-
ing more about ourselves than about 
God. That's where the example of Paul 
is so encouraging. Here was Paul, a very 
bedraggled Roman citizen, recently 
snatched from the clutches of certain 
death, yet willing to risk death by stand-
ing up and bearing witness because he 
wanted to help people. 
Are you like that? Or, would you 
prefer to sneak quietly away and hope 
no one notices? Probably we all feel like 
that at times. That is why God asks us to 
be his witnesses, and then gives us 
examples in the Bible of how that is to be 
done. • 
Dr. Robert Ives is senior pastor of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Grantham, Pa. 
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The Fairview congregation is similar 
to many other Brethren in Christ 
churches. It carries a fairly long history 
in the brotherhood and is interested in 
the work of the denomination. It has 
sent numbers of its own people into 
Christian service overseas and to other 
areas of our vast continent. It offers a 
warm Christian fellowship and commits 
a sturdy part of its finances for the work 
of Brethren in Christ Missions. 
These involvements have not made us 
different from any other local church. 
Acknowledging this, some of us began 
to feel uneasy, desiring to do more than 
keep our doors open and maintain the 
status quo. We believed God wanted the 
Fairview congregation to be unique, to 
find and own some specific ways of serv-
ing the world Christ loves. 
Our community 
Englewood is a small, pleasant town 
located near Dayton, Ohio. It has been 
rapidly growing during the past ten 
years. Twenty thousand people live with-
in four or five miles of the church and 
there are over 6,000 students in our 
school system. 
Our congregation was touching very 
few of these lives. Any special services or 
revival meetings we had just seemed to 
serve the same family of the faithful. In 
spite of faithful Christian living, our 
community penetration seemed to be 
low. It was obviously time for us to learn 
from other Christian communities, such 
as Penisula Bible Church in Palo Alto, 
California, where they have never sched-
uled "evangelistic services," but where 
there is a constant flow of new converts 
into the fellowship of believers. We 
wondered if this could possibly happen 
to us. 
Evangelism 
We knew it was time to be more 
aggressive, and the Lord used the strong 
encouragement of Fred and Grace Hol-
land to get us off dead center. They were 
excited by the results of the ministry of 
lay people trained and active in soul 
winning in the church they attended in 
Wheaton, Illinois. At their urging, I 
took further training in personal wit-
nessing and began training others to 
actively share their faith in our com-
munity. 
It was a new and frightening venture 
for each of us, but we were committed to 
the knowledge that God wanted us to 
make the gospel understandable and to 
give people the opportunity to make a 
clear, informed choice of receiving 
Christ. Because we had no plan for sev-
eral years of drawing in the "gospel net," 
we had a strong list of prime prospects 
for our first efforts in home evangelism. 
They were persons with whom the 
church had cultivated relationships over 
the years. 
Danny and Debby's conversions were 
the first in a chain of events that has now 
reached far into their family as well as 
into our congregation. On the first night 
of visitation by our team of trainees, 
Debby received Christ into her life. The 
team prayed earnestly that her husband 
would be at home the following week 
for our scheduled call-back. Danny was 
there. We shared the gospel with him 
and he received Christ into his life. The 
change in their lives was immediately 
obvious and they were soon baptized 
and joined the church. At the same time, 
they dedicated their two young sons to 
the Lord. It was truly a home and family 
restored. Faith, excitement, and praise 
were beginning to grow in our own 
hearts. 
Sunday services became electrified 
again and again when spontaneous ap-
plause broke out as people stood to tell 
the congregation, "This week I received 
Christ into my life," or "Last Sunday I 
was saved and I haven't needed a bit of 
liquor all week." These new children of 
the Lord were more than abundant 
reward for our efforts. We praise God 
for the growth in their lives and for 
growth in our membership this past 
year. 
Refugee ministry 
Jim and Nancy Weaver, members of 
our congregation for only a few months, 
were the motivation for a new mission. 
They had a great love for the Lord and 
for the Asian refugees of whom they had 
heard. The rest of us were hesitant to 
commit ourselves to the uncertainties 
of helping refugees. However, as the 
Weavers proceeded to take a family into 
their home, the church was moved to 
respond with support and encourage-
ment in financial and material ways. 
In March 1981 the Thong family of 
seven arrived to live with the Weavers. 
Samien was a government official in 
Cambodia until the 1975 communist 
take-over of that government. From 
that point on, their lives were disrupted 
next page, please 
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W h a t does the Brethren in Christ 
Church have that people everywhere are 
looking for? What is the closely guarded 
"secret" that is now being revealed to 
hundreds and thousands of individuals 
and families all over the world? 
This "secret" is adding to, even mul-
tiplying, the growth and membership of 
the Chino Brethren in Christ Church in 
southern California. Consequently, our 
local church is experiencing the greatest 
growth in the history of its existence. 
From an average Sunday attendance 
of 60 persons just over three years ago, 
we are now approaching the so-called 
"200 barrier." I believe that this barrier 
will be no barrier at all. Because of the 
multiplying factor that we are experienc-
ing in our growth, there are no number 
barriers. 
Like many of the churches across our 
brotherhood, we regularly offer a "Pas-
tor's Class" for perspective new members. 
The pastoral staff teaches a six-week 
series of informative and inspirational 
sessions in which people may experience 
Christ and make new or renewed com-
mitments to him. Young and old study 
together to learn more about our church 
and our personal faith. Many class par-
ticipants come to know Jesus Christ in a 
new dimension, and experience a change 
in their lives because of him. Their life-
changing experiences have prompted 
them to tell their friends, who in turn 
have come to the Chino church to dis-
cover what has happened to create such 
a change. (This is all happening even 
before the people in the pastor's class 
have an opportunity to become church 
members.) Thus we have a steady flow 
of new people experiencing the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ and 
becoming a part of his church. During 
the next six-week class series, these new 
friends, relatives, or neighbors have the 
same opportunity for personal spiritual 
growth, thus the multiplying factor. 
What kind of people are these? They 
are people who have been involved in all 
types of destructive lifestyles—alcohol, 
drugs, infidelity, despair, loneliness, and 
meaninglessness. Yet we believe they are 
God's people—and they are our people. 
How? Why? And why Chino Brethren 
in Christ Church? 
Before revealing the factor which is 
no longer a closely guarded secret, I 
want to share three major factors which 
open the door to the work of God here 
at Chino Brethren in Christ. 
Successful evangelism and church 
growth takes a senior pastor and wife 
who have a vision for the local church. 
Pastor Herb Anderson and his wife, 
Ruth, have given us that vision which is 
articulated in our Philosophy of Minis-
try: "Find a need and fill it, find a hurt 
and heal it." This church is first of all a 
mission, a "hospital church" with an 
open door to people who need our help. 
Working with our pastor we have an 
incomparable group of church leaders, 
both staff and lay ministers, supporting 
and implementing the many programs 
that are a part of the overall vision. 
I would like to highlight a few of these 
need-meeting programs: our lay minis-
try of pastoral care, under the direction 
of our deacons, provides a caring con-
tact to every church family on behalf of 
Christ and the church. We believe it is 
important to take good care of those 
within the family as we seek to reach out 
to others. Our lay ministry of evan-
gelism, under the leadership of the asso-
ciate pastor for evangelism, seeks to 
develop a friendship contact with those 
who are new to the church. In addition, 
the evangelism commission and its chair-
man, Gladys Lenhert, are constantly 
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such as Good News Clubs for children, 
and in-home Bible studies for pre-Chris-
tians. Sunday school and in-church Bible 
studies are viewed as instruments for 
evangelism as well as nurture. 
A large and dynamic youth ministry 
is now directed by associate pastor Steve 
Kinnick with the backing and support of 
many committed lay persons. Through 
our youth ministry we are reaching 
young people in the community who 
have never had any contact with Jesus, 
who have done all the wrong things, and 
Our approach is simple: 
The more lines 
you have in 
the water, the 
more likely you are 
to catch fish 
who are now looking for a new life. 
Committed young people f rom our 
church membership have become lead-
ers and role models and are experienc-
ing a closer relationship with Jesus as 
they reach out to their peers in the city of 
Chino. A new junior church ministry 
has been greeted with great enthusiasm 
by the congregation, and is an addi-
tional draw to those who are outside. 
Recently God opened an exciting new 
door to expand the ministry of the 
Chino Brethren in Christ Church. Feel-
ing Good, an upbeat, inspirational week-
ly radio program, reaches out to a 
potential listening audience of more 
than two million southern Californians 
with the life-changing good news about 
Jesus. 
We are pursuing excellence in our 
music ministry as in all facets of church 
life. Director of music, Sandra Musser, 
coordinates beautiful music for all Sun-
day church services, with an emphasis 
on the special events of the Christian 
calendar. Our Jewel Choir, headed by 
Karen Kagawa, has touched the con-
gregation and the community as only 
children can. We also reach out with 
special music concerts called "Great Life 
Christian Concerts" several times a year, 
featuring guest artists such as gospel 
guitarist Rick Foster. Womens' Minis-
try is another vital outreach of our con-
gregation. Under the leadership of Ruth 
Anderson, the women of our church 
have been instrumental in leading 
women from our community to the 
Lord, and almost invariably their hus-
bands and families have also become a 
part of our growing congregation within 
a short period of time. As fishers of men 
our approach is simple: the more lines 
you have in the water, the more likely 
you are to catch fish. 
The second reason this church is suc-
cessful in outreach is related to the first: 
our congregation becomes involved in 
the many opportunities for discipleship 
and outreach. We have people who care 
enough to get out of the pew and into 
the battle. 
The third reason for growth is that the 
pastoral staff and the congregation work 
together as a team to fulfill our enlarging 
vision and the new ministries that God is 
making possible. We are learning to 
welcome the opportunity to change in 
ways that will help us to minister better 
to people throughout our community, 
our state, our country, and our world. 
"Change" is a word that scares a lot of 
congregations. But we are learning that 
change can be a positive thing as God 
enlarges our vision and our church 
reaches out to more and more people. 
This church exists to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ for the glory of 
God. 
Finally, we come to the one essential 
ingredient—the closely guarded "secret" 
of too many congregations. I call it the 
"charisma of love"—that love which is 
described in I Corinthians 13, that love 
which was expressed on the cross of 
Calvary as God allowed his Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be our substitute. Only posi-
tive acceptance and non-judgmental love 
in action can win the lost world to our 
Savior. 
This love reaches out to all, no matter 
where they are or what they have been 
like. This love shows through us and is a 
part of us because of Jesus. This love is a 
positive force that forgives all, that gives 
hope to all. The positive love of Jesus 
Christ to change lives is the major force 
which makes it possible to reach out and 
touch people for Jesus Christ. Truly, 
God is loving them through us. 
I can truthfully say that our growth is 
explained in our church motto: "Chino 
Brethren in Christ Church—the church 
that love built." • 
J. Cal Morey is associate pastor of evangel-
ism for the Chino Brethren in Christ Church, 
Chino, Calif. 
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and in much danger. They lost their 
home and all their belongings. Some of 
their relatives were killed, but by hiding 
and assuming various identities, the 
Thongs were able to get their family to 
Thailand. From there they came to us. 
Our opportunity with refugees con-
tinued; as we saw further need, a second 
family was sponsored, then a third. In 
each case, the Cambodian families lived 
with American sponsors for months 
until they were sufficiently established 
with language and jobs to move into 
self-maintained units. These delightful 
people have been as angels among us: 
loving, warm, appreciative, giving much, 
and receiving our love and the good 
news of Jesus. Some of them have come 
to a clear faith in Christ, have received 
Christian baptism and are in fellowship 
with the church. God gave us a "world 
mission" in our little church. 
Reaching beyond 
For a couple of years our new con-
gregational missions committee has 
been active in keeping world ministries 
in our view and in our hearts. Our com-
mittee is using various methods to 
achieve its goal of furthering our knowl-
edge and involvement in missions. A 
recent evening service employed games, 
puzzles, and quizzes to acquaint young 
and old in our congregation with Breth-
ren in Christ Missions. Monthly Sunday 
school offerings are sent as small gifts to 
missionaries. Youth and adults share 
in writing letters to missionaries to ac-
company gift checks. These ae sent to 20 
or 30 missionaries each year. During 
this past summer, an adult Sunday 
school elective course, "Brethren in 
Christ Missions in Review," was offered. 
It employed use of guest teachers and 
speakers, films, lay people from the 
congregation sharing their experiences 
in service overseas as well as rural and 
urban areas in North America, and mis-
sionary biographies. 
As pastor, I believe in the mission 
which the Lord is giving us. He is equip-
ping the Fairview congregation to 
represent him with grace throughout 
our community and beyond. • 
Henry Miller is pastor of the Fairview 
congregation in Englewood, Ohio. 
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M I aybe it was my wedding anniver-
sary or my college ten year class reun-
ion. Or maybe it was a song my children 
have been singing: "Kids under con-
struction, maybe the paint is still wet. 
Kids under construction, the Lord might 
not be finished yet!" But probably the 
Lord was trying to speak to me in a 
number of ways—and I finally got the 
message. 
For much of the past ten years it 
seemed to me that I was standing still 
spiritually. Looking at other respected 
Christians, I saw people who were doing 
something significant for the Lord— 
witnessing, helping others, being leaders 
in the church, etc. Some of my friends 
and relatives had even been called to 
foreign missions. I envied their ability to 
know God's will and follow it. 
Very slowly this year God has shown 
me that, as the song says, I have been, 
and continue to be a "kid under con-
struction." While I was waiting for an 
amplified call from the Lord to some 
"important" job, he was quietly leading 
me forward in my spiritual life. When I 
took a look back, I saw that there were 
times when I had taken definite steps 
forward by listening to the Lord. 
Most of these steps have involved a 
confrontation with the "somebody com-
plex," which goes like this: "I wish 
somebody would organize that group 
. . . get up and pray . . . talk to that 
person who is hurting . . . send more 
Brethren in Christ articles to the Visitor. 
. . . Why doesn't somebody do those 
things?" 
Growing up in a pastor's home, I 
prided myself on being willing to do my 
part for the Kingdom. That is, as long as 
it didn't involve praying out loud, chair-
ing a church committee, speaking to a 
nonbeliever about my faith, or anything 
else that was too difficult for me to han-
dle. I was willing to work behind the 
scenes for the Lord—he knew I was too 
shy to do anything else. 
When new members are accepted into 
our congregation, other members are 
encouraged to go forward and pray with 
them. That's a nice idea, and when 
someone close to me joined the church I 
was glad that "somebody" went up with 
them to pray. Of course it couldn't be 
me—I would be shaking too hard to 
pray, and that "feeling" that I should go 
up was just wishful thinking. 
One Sunday I clearly recognized that 
feeling for what it was—the Lord telling 
me to get up there and pray for my 
friend. Without hesitation I did. My 
heart pounded and my prayer was more 
heartfelt than articulate, but the Lord 
was willing to use me when I was willing 
to be used. 
X ^ n o t h e r song I sing with my chil-
dren, "I am a Promise," has some lines 
which express my feelings well: "I am a 
promise . . . And I am learning to hear 
God's voice." Between the more mem-
orable steps forward, I continued to 
struggle with "hearing loss" in my heart 
which caused me to miss many of God's 
messages. Sometimes, as a mother at 
home with two young children, I felt 
useless as a servant of the Lord. In the 
course of a day I occasionally had an 
impulse to invite a friend over for coffee 
or just talk on the telephone. Sometimes 
I followed through on the feeling and 
often the people I called told me they 
really needed to talk to someone that 
day. Also, Christian friends had an 
uncanny way of calling me just when I 
needed to talk. 
Being a slow spiritual learner, it took 
me almost five years to realize that these 
special phone calls were not coincidental 
but rather a result of being open to the 
Spirit of the Lord. What a thought! 
Women like me don't have to let some-
body else serve the Lord until the chil-
dren are grown. We can minister to oth-
ers and be ministered to through a cup 
of coffee or a telephone call. Now that I 
am consciously trying "to hear God's 
voice," he doesn't have to remind me so 
many times to make the calls I don't 
especially want to make. 
"I am a promise . . . And I am trying 
to make the right choices. . . ." For 
several years I served on our church 
retreat committee. It was enjoyable to 
do my part with someone else in the 
leadership role. Over a year ago, the 
head deacon called to ask my outgoing 
husband and me to be on the retreat 
committee for that year. There was only 
one problem—the deacons asked me, 
not my husband, to chair the committee. 
I immediately had a strong desire to say 
"no" but I gave a good Christian answer 
and said, "I'll pray about it and let you 
know." 
by Beth Hostetler Mark 
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After talking it over with my husband 
and praying about it, I heard God's 
voice better than I wanted to. His mes-
sage was that, in this case, perhaps I was 
the somebody for the job. With personal 
misgivings, I accepted. To my delight 
the committee consisted entirely of peo-
ple who, with the Lord's guidance, 
worked together to plan our retreat. The 
results of our planning were in God's 
hands and we give him the glory for a 
weekend during which all present felt 
the moving of the Holy Spirit. 
Five years ago I would never have 
been willing to consider that the Lord 
might want me to stretch past the bound-
aries I had set up for myself. I'm thank-
ful that He kept talking until I began to 
listen. 
^ V n d I am just beginning. I have felt 
rather secure living on a Christian col-
lege campus where, to my great relief, I 
almost never feel compelled to witness 
to a nonbeliever. However, being a par-
ent has changed that. One of my chil-
dren's friends is from a non-church 
home—a great opportunity for witness-
ing. Yet in my frequent contacts with the 
mother, I was saying absolutely nothing 
about my faith. God is never satisfied to 
leave well enough alone. One day the 
mother asked me about the Christian 
education program at our church. After 
I told her about it, she asked if she and 
her children would be allowed to come. 
Have you ever been embarrassed by 
God? I was that day. 
My greatest area of fear is verbally 
witnessing to one person. With God's 
help I am trying to conquer this fear 
right now. "I am a promise . . . I can say 
anything that God wants me to say." 
There is one more advantage to stay-
ing at home with my children. I can hear 
their songs challenge me every day! 
Though over thirty, I am a "kid under 
construction" and the Lord most cer-
tainly isn't finished with me yet. • 
Credits: 
Kids Under Construction. Words: Gloria 
Gaither, Gary S. Paxton; Music: William J. 
Gaither, Gary S. Paxton. 
I am a Promise. Words: William J. & 
Gloria Gaither; Music: William J. Gaither. 
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by Arlene B. Miller Almost on an impulse, I suggested 
the group might want to experience 
washing one another's feet. 
Recently I was teaching classes on Christian leadership in nursing at a 
camp for nurses. In the class of 40 were women who represented many 
different Christian churches. We considered Jesus as the model of servant-
leadership, epitomized in the incident of his washing the disciples' feet, 
followed by his command that we were to do likewise. 
I told the group that in my own church tradition, we practice literally 
washing each other's feet as part of special services. I explained that after 
becoming aware that this was not a practice in many other churches, I 
hesitated to share my own experiences. However, I told them, I am more 
and more appreciating what a potential for healing of relationships within 
the church such a service offers. 
Almost on an impulse I suggested that the class might want to experience 
washing one another's feet. There was general assent at the time. The next 
day I wanted to confirm whether or 
not they really wanted to do this. 
Again this general response was af-
firmative. 
On the third day, after the morning 
session, we divided into five groups. I 
gave instructions on how to proceed. 
One participant from each group filled 
five-gallon green plastic buckets with 
water from an outside tap. Pulling the 
metal folding chairs into five circles, 
we began. My instructions also in-
cluded the traditional hug and kiss fol-
lowing the washing and drying of feet. 
Rather quickly the mood changed 
from one of expectancy and fumbling 
to awe. Laughter became softer and 
hymns and choruses drew us together 
in love and worship. One of my friends 
who comes from the Covenant Church 
was wiping tears. The embraces and 
kisses were expressions of sisterly love. 
I was deeply touched as I observed the Holy Spirit using this very simple act 
to draw us together in the Lord. 
But this was not the end of the story. Shortly after completing our little 
service, I was approached by one person who was in tears over her attitude 
toward the woman sitting beside her. She had not wanted to give her a 
hug—no way! As it turned out, she did not have to do this, because the 
person moved to another group. But the Holy Spirit was convicting her 
about her attitude. 
The next day I learned that another girl had chosen not to participate in 
the service. However, in the quiet time and group Bible studies for that day 
she identified with Peter, who had also refused to have his feet washed. The 
Lord used this awareness to open her heart to receive him as Savior. She 
shared at the last service of the camp how she realized that she had never 
received the Lord's love personally. Later she approached me saying, "You 
started it all." As I hugged her I confessed, "Little did I know that God 
would use that to 'get' you." 
Later I reflected on the experience of that week. I was deeply grateful 
that the Lord was able to use what was a part of me and my experience in 
the Brethren in Christ Church as a bridge to others' hearts. I want to be 
equally open to what the Lord can use in my life from the heritage of my 
Christian friends. 
Arlene Miller, Elizabethtown, Pa., is Secretary of Home Ministries for Brethren 







God called us—three relative strangers—to publicly declare through music to love and sav-
ing power of Jesus Christ. We did not 
sing to millions. But during a two-year 
period, by means of a TV appearance 
and many evening services, the number 
was substantial. We never achieved great 
success by the world's standards. We 
were never more than three working 
mothers with a message to share. But 
God, by his gift of opportunity, allowed 
us to learn much about witnessing and 
about ourselves. 
The initial stages were wonderful: 
receiving God's instructions, 
glad surrender to his wishes, 
the exhilaration of begin-
ning, the fulfillment of per-
sonal dreams. With biblical 
models like Moses and Peter 
in mind, it was challenging 
to start the ministry with 
assurance of our call and the 
wonder accompanying the 
first anointings of the Spirit. 
God is a strengthener of 
those who want to serve 
him. He is indeed "able to 
do immeasurablly more than 
all we ask or imagine, accord-
ing to his power that is at work within 
us."1 
But as time passed, and the newness 
faded, changes occurred which tested 
our devotion and challenged our faith. 
Our willingness to serve became a spir-
itual battleground which reached deep 
into personal happiness and the stability 
of close friendships. Many "mountain-
top" experiences of effectual witnessing 
were countered by attacks of doubt, 
depression, difficulty in relationships, 
even physical illness. It was soon evident 
that the enemy of our souls was dis-
pleased with our witness, and that God 
was going to allow a period of fire to 
assure that what the public viewed was 
pure as gold. 
Refined in the fire 
The days of performance were often 
filled with difficulties. Our prayer times 
in church alcoves were sometimes tear-
ful times of release when confession and 
cleansing marked our preparation for 
The Prime Rib Trio was composed of 
Linda Slabaugh, Donna Weaver and Helen 
Johns. Donna and Helen are members of the 
Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church. Linda, 
who recently moved to Elkhart, is a member 
of the North Main Mennonite Church in 
Nappanee. 
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witnessing. We cherished these moments 
when God wiped clean the vessels and 
poured in his Holy Spirit. Though emo-
tional response is not the proof of God's 
forgiveness, nor the only assurance of 
his leading, I did start to be concerned 
when, on occasion, I stepped on stage 
without feeling the strength of his pres-
ence. Danger #1: lack of faith, a subtle 
coldness to the Spirit only to be under-
stood in terms of pride in our ability to 
"do it ourselves." 
We sang the same songs repeatedly in 
different settings and frequently spoke 
personal testimony relating to the lyrics. 
Before a program, I would often enjoy 
many hours studying Scripture, asking 
God to grant the proper ideas and things 
to say. Yet the temptation did come to 
dispense with preparation, rationaliz-
ing, "This audience hasn't heard this tes-
timony before; it doesn't have to be 
fresh." Periodically, involvement in the 
Word decreased, and so with it the 
excitement and credibility of testimony. 
Danger #2: lack of preparation iwprayer 
and the Word. 
Being the center of attention on a 
stage can be enthralling. Microphones 
amplify you, all eyes converge on you, 
audience response energizes you. The 
sense of power is real. Satan said to 
Jesus about all the kingdoms of the 
world, "All this will 1 give you, if you will 
bow down and worship me." Only be-
cause of God's power could Jesus an-
swer, "For it is written, 'Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.' "2 
Danger #3: loving praise more than God 
who is worthy of all praise. 
Because of financial needs in our fam-
ilies, we did gratefully accept love offer-
ings as reimbursements for time, music, 
and gas. Though money was never a 
major issue for us, it could be for some 
groups. I often wondered whether God 
might have been more pleased with us 
had we taken no money. Somehow I 
always felt I would rather postpone 
tangible reward for witnessing till I saw 
Jesus face to face, lest the reward be-
come our prime motivation. Danger #4: 
greed, desiring earthly rewards. 
During our ministry, three things 
happened which forced me to confront 
the reality and sting of Satan's strongest 
weapon, death. First, a couple we knew 
who also had a song witness lost their 
young son in a tragic fire. Second, I had 
a vivid nightmare in which our family of 
four was about to be beheaded because 
we proclaimed Christ. I awoke as the 
executioner called our son's name. Third, 
we closely escaped losing all our lives in a 
family canoeing accident. The combina-
tion of these events spiritually paralyzed 
me for weeks, especially in regard to a 
consuming fear of the death of our first-
born, Paul. 
Finally God spoke clearly to dispel 
my mounting fear and confusion. He 
said, "Here you are publicly speaking 
about me and my Son. How much do 
you mean what you are saying? I lost my 
Son. I know how it feels. Would you be 
willing to lose yours for my sake?" The 
impact of that question has never left 
me. Through frightening circumstances, 
God lovingly taught me—reason enough 
to witness. But it is hard to say whether I 
have been quite as bold in witnessing 
since. Danger #5: unwillingness to pay 
the price. 
Empowered to declare Him 
Quite frankly, I now marvel at peo-
ple—athletes, housewives, pastors, Chris-
tian authors and lecturers, and others— 
who carry on public witness. Their 
courage is an example to me because I 
know they will be held accountable for 
the purity of their lives, the accuracy of 
their message, and their degree of per-
severance. TV, radio, large capacity 




by Helen Johns 
our modern devices for mass communi-
cation—can focus the attention of mil-
lions on one person. The responsibilities 
and the possibilities are awesome with 
the Lord, frightening without him. 
But for our trio, in the very act of 
witnessing, there was always the total 
joy and assurance of being drawn into 
and centered in God's will. We were 
blessed. We knew we were made for the 
purpose of loving and declaring his Son. 
Those moments, not the dangers or test-
ings, are some of the most precious 
memories of our lives. The Word did go 
out through us despite our struggles, 
temptations, and weaknesses. 
The disarmingly perceptive composer 
Ken Medema writes: 
Don't play the game 
You just can't do i t . . . 
Cut the great pretentions, 
Don't try to be a star, 
Get down off that stage now, 
And become who you say you are.3 
In a similar vein, Charles Swindoll 
says we must make authenticity a prior-
ity in these "aimless" 1980's. He states, 
"Today . . . being authentic means not 
being phony . . . free of the standard type 
that often accompanies public gather-
ings. . . .Surrounded by numerous reli-
gious types to whom everthing is 'fantas-
tic,' 'super,' and 'incredible,' let's work 
hard at being real."4 
But Christians called by God to pub-
licly witness need not necessarily "come 
down off the stage." We must, however, 
make a genuine attempt before we ascend 
the stage to have a pure heart and a clear 
vision of Christ. Only then do we allow 
God to empower us to declare the truth. 
As Swindoll points out ," . . . we will have 
nothing to prove—no big image to pro-
tect, no role to play . . . no fear of being 
found out, because (we're) not hiding 
anything."5 Hypocrisy no longer be-
comes a trap. With a heart close to the 
Lord, we do not attempt to fool God or 
man, and thus may draw on his strength 
to witness. 
The writer of the Hebrews sums up 
what we must strive for as public wit-
nesses: "let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entan-
gles. . . . Let us fix our eyes on Jesus."6 
Footnotes 
1 Ephesians 3:20 
2 Matthew 4:9, 10 
3Ken Medema, "Don't Plav the Game" 
(Word Records, Waco Texas, 1980) 
4 Charles Swindoll, Strengthening Your Grip 
(Word Books, Waco Texas) p.22 
Hbid, pp. 22-23 
6Hebrews 12:1, 2 
THE REAL 
RUNAWAY 
by Doris J. Barr 
It's Sunday evening, and 
on the church bus with the Chil-
dren's Choir, headed for the Saville 
Brethren in Christ Church. This is 
to be the children's final presenta-
tion of their musical, The Run-
away. 
As we travel, I reflect. How quickly and easily these children 
learned the songs. With what enthusiasm and joy they have pre-
sented each program. With what sincerity they have conveyed the 
message of their musical: "You cannot run away f r o m God." 
Audiences have been touched by their message, but it troubles me 
that usually runaways are not to be found in churches. 
My reverie is broken as I spot the church steeple pointing to 
heaven th rough the rolling hills ahead. "Lord , bless the children as 
they sing. Let the message of their musical change someone 
tonight." 
The p rogram begins with the now-familiar words, "Everybody 
sometime or other wants to be a runaway," and the question, "Did 
any of you ever have a problem so big it made you feel like running 
away?" The story of J o n a h follows. The children put themselves into 
the p rogram tonight as never before. They seem to be aware that this 
is i t—their last presentat ion of a p rogram that has become such a 
part of them. Soon they're concluding with those oft ' repeated 
words that we pray they'll never forget: "You can never solve your 
problems by running away!" The children are loudly applauded and 
to their delight are sent to the basement for refreshments while 
Pas tor Milford Brubaker concludes the service. 
Af ter dismissal, Pas tor Brubaker notices a teen-age boy sitting in 
the graveyard across f r o m the church, sobbing and crying. Upon 
quest ioning the boy, he discovers tha t he is a real runaway, having 
left his home in Carlisle. He had listened to the entire musical f r o m 
his perch in a tree outside the church. Pas tor Brubaker 's son 
befriends the boy and plans are made for him to spend the night at 
their house. 
As we begin our journey home, Vilma Coken, the choir director, 
shares the story of the real runaway with the children. As she 
concludes, the children respond with hearty applause and "Halle-
lujah! Praise the Lord!" Then they break into exuberant singing 
which does not stop until the bus stops in f ront of the church. 
What a lesson these children have had on the wonderful and 
mysterious ways of God! "Thank you, Lord! These children know 
you better because you permit ted them to minister to a real 
runaway." 
Doris Barr is a member of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation. The choir, 
composed of 18 children (kindergarten through fourth grade), presented The 
Runaway (written by Joe E. Parks) in five different churches in May and June. 
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Ventures 
For many years I have been chal-
lenged by the marching orders of Jesus 
as recorded in Matthew 28:19-21, "There-
fore go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And 
surely 1 will be with you always, to the 
very end of the age." Any Christian who 
is committed to the gospel of Christ will 
obey these orders. Any Christian who 
takes these orders seriously will go 
through many stretching, life-changing 
experiences. These experiences have led 
my wife Susie and me to a ministry of 
evangelism in Caracas, Venezuela. 
In 1980, after much prayer and con-
sultation with trusted Christian friends, 
Susie and I accepted the invitation of 
Brethren in Christ Missions to move 
with our family to Caracas, Venezuela. 
Our specific assignment was church 
planting among the middle class. Evan-
gelism and discipleship were to be the 
focuses of our ministry. After one year 
of language learning in Costa Rica, we 
moved to Montalban, a suburb of Cara-
cas packed with high-rise apartment 
buildings. This densely populated area 
in West Caracas is the home of approx-
imately 80,000 people without one evan-
gelical church. Our family has lived in 
Montalban since March 1982. In Feb-
ruary 1983, the Tim Giles family joined 
us to become co-laborers in our church 
planting assignment. The target group 
of ministry for the Gileses will be pri-
marily the lower class. 
Often when we stand in our balcony 
and view the dozens of high-rise apart-
ment buildings that surround our build-
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ing, we wonder, "Lord, how can we 
communicate your gospel of the king-
dom with our neighbors?" As we con-
sider this multitude of people without a 
biblical or spiritual understanding of 
what salvation through Christ really is, 
our faith cries out, "Surely, Lord, behind 
all of the locked doors, there are many 
with the potential of becoming your 
children." This vision compels us to 
plead, "Father, put us in touch with the 
people that are ready to walk on the 
road to eternal life." The precise chal-
lenge of our assignment is to get in touch 
with our Spanish-speaking neighbors 
who are ready to consider the Lord and 
his precious salvation. 
We have concentrated on building 
friendships in these beginning days. This 
has meant visiting in the homes of Vene-
zuelans, Italians, Portuguese, and Mex-
icans and eating their kinds of foods. It 
has also meant social outings to parks, 
baseball games, and on one occasion a 
visit to an Italian Catholic Easter Mass 
at midnight. We are working at becom-
ing all things to all men that by all means 
we might win some (I Cor. 9:22). 
As you might expect, it is a big job 
explaining who we are and why we have 
moved to Venezuela. To say that we are 
missionaries having come to start church-
es does not always bring a positive 
response. We usually identify ourselves 
as evangelical Christians. Our work, we 
tell our neighbors, is to offer Bible stud-
ies, Christian films, and Christian coun-
seling with the purpose of bringing 
enrichment to the home and marriage. 
As evangelicals in a Catholic world, we 
are finding that it is taking a long time to 
earn the trust and respect of neighbors. 
Little by little the walls are coming down 
and we are getting closer to the hearts of 
the people. 
Our Spanish tongues have been tested 
to pronounce correctly names like 
Antonina, Isidro, Adoracfon, Faustino, 
Fcftima, Clemintina, and many more. 
Calling people by their names is often a 
key to their lives. 
In January of this year we began 
home Bible studies in our apartment 
along with the occasional film showing. 
Nine different homes have been repre-
sented to date on these occasions. No 
one as yet is a regular participant. We 
have gone through periods of three or 
four weeks without anyone showing up 
for the Bible studies. We have spent a lot 
of time waiting and hoping. Anxiously, 
we ask the Lord to give us a key person 
or key couple who will enter into the 
abundant life of Christ and will in turn 
tell their friends about it. 
We believe God will raise up people 
for our Bible studies, house churches, 
and congregations through the word 
and life witness of Brethren in Christ 
Missions. The more deeply we are in-
volved in the work of evangelism and 
the longer we observe the culture and 
condition of the people, the more we see 
how great the challenges are. 
Middle class Venezuelans—and other 
foreigners in the middle class—have 
basically a secular, materialistic outlook 
on life with a little religion mixed in. We 
have observed little religious vitality in 
the lives of our neighbors. Personal 
security, personal comfort, lavish spend-
ing, little time at home, university 
courses, higher education, parties, and 
vacations are all very important activi-
Evangelical Visitor 
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of Evangelism in Caracas 
—— by Gordon Gilmore 
ties in the middle class Latin world. The 
Latins we have learned to know are cur-
ious about the Bible, confused by its 
contents, and hesitant to get very serious 
about studying it until some crisis occurs 
in their lives. Baptism and first com-
munion in the Catholic Church are 
important events, but regular attend-
ance is rare. 
We see new winds blowing in Vene-
zuela and particularly in Caracas, the 
capital city of four million people. Like 
many Latin American countries, Vene-
zuela—one of the richest—is presently 
in an economic crisis which appears to 
be of a long lasting nature. This eco-
nomic crisis is bringing to a conclusion a 
period of wealth, easy spending, and fast 
living for many Venezuelans. Robber-
ies, assaults, kidnappings, and all forms 
of corruption have accelerated dramati-
cally during the last year. Many of our 
middle class neighbors are worried about 
personal security as well as financial 
security. Our prayer and expectation is 
that during these days of crisis, God's 
Spirit will be free to break through the 
false securities of this life and direct the 
people of Venezuela to the only true 
security which comes through faith in 
Christ. 
Our work is still very much in the 
beginning stages. We also are beginners 
in the task of communicating the gospel 
cross-culturally. Our greatest comfort is 
that this work is God's work. True evan-
gelism, discipleship, and church plant-
ing are supernatural works of the Spirit 
of God. Yes, we have ideas, plans, 
strategies, and programs, but God is the 
one who gives spiritual life. • 
Christian book display: potential contact point for ministry 
We want to express our grati-
tude to the brotherhood for your 
deeply felt support and interest in 
this work. We are partners in the 
gospel of Christ both in North 
America and in all the nations 
where God has called us to serve. 
We are contemplating the rental 
of a small enclosed booth in the 
main shopping center of our area. 
This could be used for a carefully 
selected display of Christian books, 
Bibles, and plaques. The purpose of 
this arm of our ministry would be to 
make contacts with the community 
people which would lead to evange-
lism and discipleship opportunities. 
Pray with us that God would open 
the right doors if this is to be part of 
his plan for our ministry. 
Please pray that our ministry of 
evangelism and discipleship will be 
Gordon Gilmore family 
Tim Giles family 
based on a strong foundation and 
that vibrant congregations of service-
oriented,, Christ-centered, and God-
glorifying people will be the result 
of our labors. 
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Back home in central Pennsylvania, it 
seemed evangelism involved only such 
things as revival meetings, door-to-door 
visitation, Bible school and Forward 
Enlargement Campaigns. After living in 
San Francisco for the past eight months, 
I am beginning to understand that evan-
gelism means much more. Evangelism 
in the city means ministering to a great 
variety of people with a multitude of 
needs. 
The first group that comes to mind is 
the homosexuals. It is estimated that up 
to one third of San Francisco's popula-
tion is gay. This is a particularly difficult 
group to work with since many of them 
grew up in evangelical churches and are 
quite familiar with the Bible and what it 
says about homosexuality. They reject 
the Bible since they see no way out of 
their lifestyle. Many of them are also 
alienated from Christianity because of 
the condemnation they feel from many 
Christians. They need to be shown 
Christ's love and that there is a way out 
of their lifestyle if they truly want it. 
San Francisco is the home of many 
ethnic groups. There are approximately 
100,000 Chinese (in addition to many 
Koreans and Japanese) in this city. Chi-
natown holds the highest concentration 
of Chinese in the United States. Another 
prominent ethnic group is the Hispan-
ics, with a population equal to that of all 
Mark Alleman is a KS staff member of Life 
Line Mission in San Fransciso. 
the Orientals in the entire bay area. 
There are also large groups of blacks, 
Jews, and American Indians. This di-
verse intermingling of peoples creates a 
challenge for the inner-city missionary. 
He needs to consider, just as the over-
seas missionary does, how to integrate 
Christ into these cultures without com-
promising the gospel or destroying the 
cultural identity of the groups. 
Aside from these established cultural 
groups, there are the immigrants who 
continually flow into San Francisco for 
refuge. Coming to join the already es-
tablished Oriental and Hispanic subcul-
tures are the Vietnamese, Philipinos, 
Laotians and other Asian groups. All of 
these people bring with them language 
barriers in addition to the cultural ones 
which must be crossed if the message of 
the gospel is to reach them. 
There are others in San Francisco 
whose needs are even more obvious. 
They may come from any or all of the 
groups mentioned above. They are peo-
ple who need the Christian's help as well 
as his love. They are the homeless: single 
men and women, as well as entire fami-
lies. They are also self-destructive al-
coholics and drug addicts, unwed moth-
ers and battered women, the unem-
ployed and the poor. All of these indi-
viduals must be reached and their needs 
met out of loving concern. Through this, 
they must be pointed to Christ. 
Where is Life Line Mission in the 
midst of all this? We play a small yet 
important part in ministering to the vast 
needs around us. The rescue mission's 
evening service and meal is the begin-
ning of this ministry. Five nights each 
week, 50-90 men and women come to 
the mission and hear a gospel sermon. A 
well-balanced meal follows that includes 
soup, sandwiches, salad, fruit, and cof-
fee. Their physical hunger is evidenced 
as they return two or three times for 
more. 
But what about their spiritual appe-
tites? There are some who become Chris-
tians through the services, but for many 
of the regulars, it becomes a bothersome 
formality they must wait through in 
order to receive a meal. This is where 
loving care and concern for individuals 
come in. Directors Bob and Carol 
Spangler, along with staff members at 
the rescue mission, try to get to know 
some of the persons by name who come 
in off the street, and through numerous 
contacts, establish a relationship with 
them. It is in this way they begin to see 
that the gospel is not just spoken words, 
but a relationship with Jesus Christ that 
changes people's lives. A few of the men 
agree to come on staff, where they work 
in the kitchen, do custodial jobs, and 
help with the evening service in ex-
change for room and board. During this 
time, Bob and Carol invite them into 
their home, surround them with a family 
atmosphere and show them love and 
concern. Through this experience of 
Christian love, these men can be drawn 
to the Savior and truly begin to expe-
rience Christ at work in their lives. 
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by Mark Alleman with Bob Spangler 
The vast needs of the city urge us to 
look beyond the present services offered 
by Life Line Mission: meals, clothing 
and food distribution, haircuts, and 
counseling services. We look forward to 
still greater possibilities in the future. 
Housing is a great need in the city. Pres-
ently the mission provides 22 single beds 
each night for single men only. There is 
also a need to provide housing for home-
less families as well as single women. 
There is a need for refuge and ministry 
to battered women and rape victims. 
New strategies need to be developed to 
work with alcoholics and other transient 
people. A rehabilitation program lasting 
eighteen months, involving training and 
discipline based on God's Word, would 
be a valuable program and ministry. 
There is also great potential for ministry 
at the chapel on Guerrero Street. Jim 
Bailey, who is both mission superin-
tendent and pastor at Life Line Chapel, 
is involved in developing this ministry at 
the chapel. 
These are some of the ways that we at 
Life Line Mission are seeking to touch 
the hearts of the people around us. They 
are both present programs and future 
possibilities. There are many people in 
San Francisco with needs, the greatest 
of which is to have the gospel revealed to 
them, not only by spoken word, but by 
loving concern and thoughtful actions. 
At Life Line Mission, this is our ulti-




and Today. . . 
by Curtis Book 
Have you ever wondered why Peter 
and other New Testament evangelists 
were so successful, but today the task of 
evangelism appears to be difficult? When 
Peter, Philip and Paul preached, thou-
sands of people were brought into the 
Kingdom, but today we seem satisfied if 
a dozen people experience the new birth 
during our revival services. 
Perhaps a clue may be found in how 
evangelism is done today. We first of all 
choose our evanglist with the greatest of 
care, for we know that a "Billy Graham" 
who has both the gift of communication 
and a love for the Lord is much more 
likely to produce the desired response 
than a man who simply loves the Lord. 
(And selecting the right evangelist is 
important—we need to choose carefully.) 
Then before our week of meetings 
start, we pray, asking God through the 
power of the Holy Spirit to open our 
hearts and do a great work among us. 
(Prayer and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
are vitally important. God will not move 
the hearts of men and women without 
them. I am glad to see this kind of pray-
ing is generally a part of our revival 
meetings.) 
And we publicize our meetings and 
evangelist. We print flyers, posting them 
on local grocery store and drugstore 
windows, and many times our meetings 
are announced on the local radio sta-
tion. (Publicity is important and we 
should not forget it, either.) Then the 
week of meetings come and we pray, 
depend on the Holy Spirit, attend, ex-
pect and wait. 
As we compare this approach to 
evangelism in the New Testament, we 
observe some similarities as well as some 
differences. But with the exception of an 
emphasis on prayer and the Holy Spirit, 
the major reason for the effectiveness of 
the New Testament church seems to rest 
elsewhere. 
The phenomenal growth of the early 
church was not primarily because Peter 
was an effective speaker, nor was it 
because the apostles put on a big public-
ity campaign. The reason for the growth 
of the early church was primarily be-
Curtis Book teaches at Ekuphileni Bible 
Institute in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 
cause the church was visible—you could 
see the church as the living, loving peo-
ple of God. They were a people who 
loved one another and took care of their 
own poor and widows in a land where 
poverty was everywhere and the Roman 
State did nothing about it. They were a 
people among whom miracles happened— 
the sick were healed, the lame walked, 
the blind saw. They were a people who 
were united, who knew how to pray, and 
who stood firm under persecution. They 
were a people who discipled the new 
Christians and had frequent Christian 
fellowship with one another. 
In other words the first century Chris-
tians were a people who were seen to be 
different. People wondered why do they 
love, how do they heal, why do they 
suffer willingly? The Jew and Gentiles of 
that day had never seen anything like 
that before. 
Now it becomes clearer why the early 
church's evangelism was effective. The 
curiosity of the non-believer was so 
aroused that evangelism took place al-
most every time the gospel was preach-
ed. Witnessing was spontaneous. Con-
version to Jesus Christ was the natural 
result. Why? The Christians were a dif-
ferent people. They were an attractive 
people. They were a peculiar people. 
Now we should not suppose that the 
early church had no problems. They did. 
One only needs to look at Paul's letters 
to the Corinthians to see that. They also 
faced the power and force of Satan just 
like we do, but they acted and lived in a 
much greater degree of visible commun-
ity than we do. They depended on both 
God and each other, not just one or the 
other. That was the genius of the New 
Testament church. 
In our modern day type of evange-
lism, we will continue to have conver-
sions. Quite a few will find the Lord and 
we will also have a degree of maturity in 
our churches. But we will never have the 
growth and maturity experienced by the 
early church until we become more of a 
visible people, a light set on a hill, a 
community of believers that arouses the 
holy curiosity of non-believers. People 
should wonder at the love and changed 
lives they see. 
Let us be that kind of people. Let us 
love God and love each other. Let us be 
dependent on God; let us be dependent 
on our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
When we become this loving, visible 
people, then evangelism becomes spon-
taneous. Evangelism will happen at al-
most every turn, sometimes when we 




with pins and needles 
By 8:00 A.M. we were on our way. 
We had spent days cutting many pat-
terns from brown paper, and packing 
baskets and boxes with material, pins, 
needles, scissors, dried coffee grounds 
for pin cushions, buttons, elastic, a file 
for sharpening scissors—all those things 
one takes just in case they are needed. 
Lease, the woman who helps me in the 
house, traveled with me from Lusaka to 
Choma. At Choma, Edna Mwaalu, the 
overseer's wife f rom the Zambian 
church, joined us and we headed to the 
first village sewing class. Our purpose 
was to help women there begin sewing 
as a self-help project to raise money to 
complete the building of their church. 
Edna had assured me she knew the 
way. But after driving 45 km through 
bush country, I was beginning to doubt 
her sense of direction! Soon, however, 
we saw a building in the bush. As we 
drove to the front, five or six smiling 
faces appeared in the doorway. We had 
reached the Mukutuulu church. There 
were no doors or windows yet, only 
spaces for them. The pews were bricks 
neatly stacked in rows. 
Members of the Paramount congregation 
in Hagerstown, MD., Chester and Mildred 
Sollenberger are Voluntary Service workers 
based in Lusaka, Zambia. 
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More women arrived until there were 
14 in all. The weather turned cold and 
windy and we were grateful for the pro-
tection the church provided. We impro-
vised a cutting table by placing a large 
piece of masonite on a card table. The 
women's first assignment was to sew two 
patches together for a pin cushion. This 
way we learned who sewed best. Two 
women were selected to be taught how 
to lay the pattern on the material and cut 
it out. We cut and sewed two dresses, 
one blouse, and two shirts—all by hand. 
Along with the sewing lessons, a talk 
was given on the importance of tithing 
and giving our time and talents to the 
Lord's work. It was 5:45 when we left for 
Choma, exhausted. 
We were helping 
the women begin 
a self-help project 
to raise money 
to complete the 
building of their 
church. 
i 
The weather was cold and rainy the 
next day as Edna, Lease, and I set out 
for the bush once again. After traveling 
very rough roads and nearly getting 
stuck in a sand trap, we saw a small grass 
roof on poles: the Muntandalike church. 
The pews were rough split logs on wob-
bly legs. Here 11 women met to sew. 
While we worked, the men of the con-
gregation hauled bricks with an ox cart 
to build their new church. 
We conducted four days of classes 
that week, each at different locations 
where a congregation planned to build a 
new church. Since then we have taught 
many similar ones. Now Lease and 
Edna are capable of leading the classes 
on their own and other women are 
learning to lead them. 
Materials for making garments are 
donated to the churches. (Many hun-
dreds of yards of cloth have been sent 
from the Paramount congregation in 
Hagerstown, MD.) Completed items 
are sold for a fair price and all money is 
put into the church building fund. The 
sewing classes are hard work, but they 
are very rewarding. We have received 
reports from several of these groups: 
some are now beginning to build and 
one has already dedicated its new 
church. • 
Evangelical Visitor 
A New Creation 
You can hear the voice echoing across 
campus. As you draw nearer to the 
science classrooms, you are able to dis-
tinguish some of the words. Slowly you 
realize that this voice is teaching a 
science lesson. As you pass the class-
room windows, you discreetly peer in 
and are a bit surprised to see a small man 
expounding his lesson with intense en-
thusiasm. You wonder who this is, 
"preaching" his lesson. If you ask any 
person at Choma Secondary School, 
they will immediately tell you it must be 
Mr. Zulu. 
Dr. David Zulu has been a science 
teacher at Choma Secondary for the 
past six years. I remember being pleas-
antly surprised at my first Form 5 
Dinner (a banquet given for graduating 
students at the end of each year) in 
December 1980. Mr. Zulu—who on 
first impression is a quiet, unassuming 
person—presented a humorous mono-
logue as part of the program. I have 
since learned that he has always been a 
good actor. But one aspect of Mr. Zulu's 
life has not always been the same: his 
commitment to Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Zulu was not brought up in a 
Christian home. He attended Sunday 
school for a short time when he was 10 
years old, but stopped going because it 
seemed useless. As he was growing up, 
he did not become involved in immoral 
or socially unacceptable behavior. He 
felt that he was a pretty good person and 
did not feel the need to change. 
Mr. Zulu attended a secondary school 
where living a good, clean life was 
stressed and his personal belief that he 
was all right was reinforced. When Mr. 
Zulu reached college, he heard the gos-
pel for the first time from a Christian 
friend. But he saw no need to change 
either his lifestyle or his beliefs. After all, 
he was a good person and he did believe 
in a God, so why change? 
On Mr. Zulu's arrival at Choma 
Secondary, he was again presented with 
the gospel by several of the Christian 
teachers who befriended him. But seeing 
hypocrisy among some of the students 
Ray and Darlyss Kipe are on the staff of 
Choma Secondary School, Zambia. 
by Darlyss Kipe 
and teachers who claimed to be Chris-
tians turned him off to the idea of 
becoming a Christian. He began to 
speak out against God and Christianity 
in his classes. He told the students, 
"Christianity isn't for Africans. It's only 
a way of trying to find peace for the 
world." 
Mr. Zulu's affinity for Christianity 
was not heightened by the presence of 
Scripture Union on campus. Mr. Zulu 
was director of the Drama Club. Some 
of the Drama Club members dropped 
out to join Scripture Union. The fact 
that some of these students had very 
promising dramatic ability intensified 
the situation. Mr. Zulu became very 
angry. He approached the director of 
Scripture Union, Mr. Mwale, saying 
that if this continued, he would see the 
Scripture Union ended at Choma Sec-
ondary. This was not just an idle threat; 
at that time Scripture Union was not 
looked upon favorably by the school 
due to some misunderstandings. 
In spite of Mr. Zulu's threats, stu-
dents continued to leave Drama Club 
for Scripture Union. This irritated him 
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so much that he began to denounce 
Scripture Union in Drama Club meet-
ings. Several times he went out of his 
way to make fun of and embarrass stu-
dents he knew belonged to Scripture 
Union. During this time, people con-
tinued to share Christ with Mr. Zulu 
and to pray for him. As time passed, Mr. 
Zulu began to feel uneasy with some of 
his actions and began to think that what 
he was doing was not good. Now that he 
believes, he says this uneasy feeling was 
the Spirit of God speaking to him. 
In September 1980 Mr. Mwale visited 
Mr. Zulu. (Amazingly, they remained 
friends throughout the entire ordeal.) 
Mr. Mwale went to share the message of 
the gospel, explaining that being good 
was not enough; he needed to have his 
sins forgiven. Mr. Zulu began to feel 
deeply troubled, especially as he looked 
at his life: the manner in which he talked 
about other people and God, and the 
unkind way he treated people. He felt a 
great burden of guilt and a need for 
cleansing and forgiveness. That day he 
knelt and asked Jesus to enter his life 
and change him. 
Now Mr. Zulu is an avid supporter 
and regular attender of Scripture Union 
meetings. He is a vibrant witness for 
Jesus Christ. But more than his verbal 
witness, his changed life is evidence to 
many of how God can take a rebellious, 
bitter life and change it anew. Mr. Zulu 
is indeed a new creation (I Cor. 5:17). 
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by Ruth Dourte 
Among the couples enrolled in a 
recent marriage enrichment class in Lan-
caster was an attorney. When asked why 
each had come, he said, "1 have decided 
that 1 can no longer, with clear con-
science, represent clients who seek di-
vorce, so I want to learn all I can about 
strengthening marriage." 
If all Christians resolved to spend as 
much time and money mending mar-
riages as they now spend on the legal 
hassels of divorce, custody, property, 
and arguing about who is right or 
wrong, the outcome for many might be 
different. 
So what can I do? 
What can individual Christians do 
that is truly helpful when disaster strikes 
a marriage, wrecks a family? We waste 
so much time talking about what "the 
church" should do. IWe are the church! 
There is so much work to do, so many 
hurts waiting to be healed in the body of 
Christ, that there is no time to lose. We 
are Christ's ministers of reconciliation, 
man with God, woman with man, par-
ent with child. We are God's peacemak-
ers, active—not passive. In these per-
ilous times, peace must be waged! 
Not me, Lord! 
Who am I to venture suggestions or 
give advice? I also tremble at becoming 
The third in a series of articles by Ruth 
Dourte, a member of the American Associa-
tion of Marriage and Family Therapy. She 
and her husband Eber, a Brethren in Christ 
pastor for 35 years, now live near Dillsburg, 
Pa. 
involved, speaking out. I too fear 'taking 
a stand' against such a foe as Satan who 
has cleverly enlisted on his side many of 
God's own people. 
Seven years ago, in response to pleas 
of grieving spouses, a support group 
began to form and grow in the basement 
of our parsonage at Lancaster, Pa. The 
purpose of this group was to encourage 
one another and discover the truth that 
sets people free: What is that part of 
God's will for my life that nobody but I 
can do? What can I learn about myself 
that contributed to the breakdown of 
my marriage and must be changed by 
the working of Christ's Spirit in me? 
During these seven years, more than 
100 persons have participated in this 
search, meeting regularly. Out of this 
experience have come requests to share 
insights. On one occasion at Mellingers 
Mennonite Church near Lancaster I 
shared with several hundred people the 
following suggestions for relating to 
alienated / separated / divorced people: 
1. Don't worry so much about what 
to say. Find out how they are. 
Listen! 
2. Don't talk about that person. 
Talk directly with that person. 
3. Don't criticize or condemn. Love, 
instead, by your actions. 
4. Don't make a rule about a per-
son's future by which everyone 
must live. It may be unfair. 
5. Don't retreat behind the hard line 
of rejection or the soft line of 
acceptance. God does neither. He 
begins with where we are and 
works patiently to change us for 
the better. 
6. Don't punish those who repent or 
require lifelong penance because 
of circumstances beyond their 
control. 
7. Don't give up! As long as there is 
life there is hope. Time is often 
the most crucial element in the 
mix. In our groups we encourage 
people to wait four to five years 
for God to work in us and in 
spouses before venturing into any 
new relationship. 
Positive implications 
1. Do earn credibility and influence 
as one of God's people who takes 
risks and makes personal sacrifi-
ces. People who love truly under-
stand the proverb, "Faithful are 
the wounds of a friend" (Proverbs 
27:6). 
2. Do be with these damaged and 
vulnerable people. Sit with them 
by the hour, as at the bedside of 
the ill and dying. Encourage them 
to confess honestly all their feel-
ings. Then accept those feelings. 
If it hasn't happened to you, you 
don't know what it feels like. 
3. Do invite them to your home for 
meals and long family fellowships. 
4. Do keep and love their children 
while they attend to business and 
go to meetings for growth and 
encouragement. 
5. Do pay for counseling and pro-
vide transportation. 
6. Do reach out to hurting people 
before breakdown comes. Let 
them know what you see happen-
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ing that they themselves may not 
see. 
7. Do pray for them by name, first 
privately and then publicly. We 
always do this for physical and 
material needs and hurts. 
Companionship and communication 
God has declared a basic law for our 
humanness: "It is not good that man 
(any person) should be alone." All of us 
must have companionship and com-
munication with people who really care. 
The more spiritual we long to be, the 
more involved we will become with 
people who need help and salvation. 
Matthew 18 and Galatians 6 put us into 
direct and personal relationship with 
people in need. While we must avoid 
being judgmental, we must at the same 
time be discerning. I have found that in 
most situations of separation or divorce, 
one person wants to work on the broken 
relationship; the other does not. One is 
repentant, seeking forgiveness and de-
sires to change. The other is unrepent-
ant, unforgiving, unwilling to change. 
The sinned against and the sinner; both 
kinds of people need companionship 
and communication with people who 
care. 
We must recognize the fear and frus-
tration of the abandoned ones and bear 
that burden with them. Perhaps we need 
even greater concern for the person who 
refuses to be merciful, forgiving, faithful 
to the hard promises he or she made 
before God and many witnesses. 
The former are in the awful throes of 
a living death, struggling with all the 
emotional demons death and hell can 
conjure up: disbelief, pain, panic, anger, 
grief, depression. They are assailed by 
tormenting questions: Am I that bad? 
Where is God? Who cares? How can I 
go on living? Will I always be alone? 
The latter are in awful peril of eternal 
death. We dare not overlook that, even 
while we remain open to the great differ-
ence between 'can't' and 'won't,' between 
sins of ignorance and weakness (for 
which our Advocate Jesus pleads our 
case); and sins that are willful and delib-
erate. Some people say, "I know divorce 
is wrong, but won't God forgive me? 
Doesn't Jesus want me to be happy?" 
Then we must ask, "When do you plan 
to repent" and "Did Jesus promise 
'happiness' or trouble in this world?" 
Giving and receiving forgiveness 
God made the laws of repentance and 
forgiveness. These laws portray a myste-
Vxhat can Christians 
do that is truly 
helpful when disaster 
strikes a marriage, 
wrecks a family? 
rious cycle of asking-giving-receiving-
extending-experiencing forgiveness. We 
can't plug in at only one segment of that 
cycle. "Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will be shown mercy" . . . "But if you do 
not forgive men their sins, your Father 
will not forgive your sins" (Matthew 5:7, 
6:15). We seem to have made adultery, 
for instance, an unpardonable sin, when 
Jesus made it the occasion of great for-
giveness. The bottom line with God is 
not who is at fault and who is innocent, 
(for both bear responsibility for the 
marriage failure), but who asks and 
gives forgiveness and seeks to restore the 
relationship. Our hearts must yearn 
with holy compassion and helpfulness 
for those who have walked out of mar-
riage, away from children. 
A few do this because they cannot 
bear the abuse, the neglect, the burden 
of a lopsided marriage. Understand that 
in some circumstances, a spouse who 
does not want a divorce may have to 
initiate that divorce to make legal what, 
in God's sight, has already happened! 
Many unfaithful spouses now live with, 
and bear children to, another person, 
with no intention of marriage. 
Many walk out because they resent 
responsibility, they want freedom, or 
they have found another person who at 
present seems more caring and with 
whom they compare their spouse in 
unfavorable light. It's a vicious cycle: the 
more one justifies his or her absences, 
the more the other complains and 
pleads, then the more justified the first 
feels in 'leaving.' "In the spirit of meek-
ness" we must be with these erring peo-
ple, loving and helping them back to 
right relationships—with God, with them-
selves, with their spouse and children. 
In these days of easy acceptance of 
divorce, which according to Malachi 
2:11 -17 God hates, we are not faithful to 
people if we are not faithful to God's 
Word. After seven years of intense 
group therapy and personal counseling 
with these people, I understand better 
than ever why God hates divorce. God 
hates everything that hurts people. Both 
the divorced and the divorcer suffer 
potentially mortal wounds. The divorced 
may suffer terrible temporal pain. The 
divorcer may suffer eternal death unless 
he repents with godly sorrow. Try to 
heal these awful wounds while there is 
time to save a life! 
Educate yourself 
Finally, educate yourself about the 
problems of modern marriage. The 
social order is not like it once was. Even 
secular society used to restrain divorce. 
There are perils to modern marriage we 
older people knew nothing about. 
Read, give, discuss books and articles 
like: 
Divorce: A Christian Dilemma, by 
Martin and Levitt 
Hope For The Separated: Wounded 
Marriages Can be Healed, by 
Chapman 
Divorce Journal, Christian Medical 
Society, Winter, 1976 
When Wedlock Becomes Deadlock, 
Bustanoby, Christianity Today, 
June 20/ July 18, 1975 (an 
exegesis of scripture) 
Jack Loves Jill But They Got A 
Divorce, by Towner 
Get into the act of preventing prob-
lems. Quit being so busy with your own 
temporal gains that you have little time 
for eternal gains; so busy with material 
things that you have little time for peo-
ple around you. Such unchristlike be-
havior is perilous to your soul. Make 
your own marriage and parenting a 
model of cheerful, patient sacrifice. 
You will quickly recognize that many 
important considerations are not ad-
dressed in this brief treatment of a mon-
strous problem: the special cases, the 
"what ifs" and "how abouts." Answers 
to many of those hard cases lie deep in 
the heart of honest people, but "a man of 
understanding draws them out" (Pro-
verbs 20:5). Most people already know 
God's will for them. They need unfailing 
help to do that will. 
Someone has suggested that there is 
probably no marriage that could not 
have failed, and no marriage that could 
not have succeeded. I agree, but more 
about that in the next article, "Love and 
Learn." • 
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An easy-to-do multi-
Christmas program 
Now is the time to think about plan-
ning a Christmas program for your 
church. I saw an idea for doing a "No-
Hassle Christmas Program" in the Octo-
ber 1979 issue of Moody Monthly. After 
reading the article, my husband and I 
decided to try this multi-media Christ-
mas program. It worked beautifully. We 
took slides of the Christmas story in 
early fall and then showed them at 
Christmas while our choir sang and 
narrated. 
This program has several advantages 
over the traditional Christmas presenta-
tion. First our congregation is small (less 
than 50), we were able to involve every 
member, from the youngest to the old-
est. In a small congregation, somtimes 
there are more people in the production 
than watching. Now we could have ev-
eryone in it and still have many watch-
ing. For larger churches, the youth or another 
special group could do the program. 
Secondly, holiday season is often very 
busy. We did most of our work in early 
October and only needed a short period 
of practice before we were ready for a 
live presentation. 
The narrative was taken directly from 
the Bible. Using all four Gospels, I typed 
out the scriptural passages in chronolog-
ical sequence. Then I revised this ac-
count into a play, with a narrator doing 
most of the reading and individual char-
acters speaking when appropriate. In 
order to incorporate music into the pro-
gram, we also used verses from various 
Christmas hymns. For example, at the 
coming of the wisemen, the choir sang 
"We Three Kings" to describe the ac-
tion. 
After completing the manuscript, I 
began deciding how to photograph each 
scene by thinking about each segment 
that a narrator or character reader 
would speak. The words indicated what 
action was taking place and what the 
scene should be. For example, when the 
narrative said, "Greetings, Mary, you 
who are highly favored. The Lord is 
with you," the accompanying slide 
showed an angel and Mary talking. I 
drew each scene with stick figures and a 
rough background. During actual pho-
tographing, we took several slides of the 
same scene from various angles (full 
view, side view, rear view), with the pho-
tographer kneeling or standing on a 
chair. The scene could indicate action by 
by Jane Musser 
the positioning of the characters. For 
instance, when the shepherds arose to 
go, we photographed them using their 
staffs to get up. 
Costumes can come from a variety of 
places. Our church had some robes used 
in previous Christmas programs. Choir 
robes and bathrobes work well. For 
headdresses, we used small rectangular 
pieces of cloth tied around the head with 
a narrow strip of cloth. Large pieces of 
material work well as headdresses and 
mantles. It is good to use many bright 
colors in costuming. Be sure to bring 
safety pins and hairpins along for cos-
tume adjustment. 
Most of our photographs were taken 
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media 
keep the background uncluttered. It 
would be best to contact an experienced 
amateur (or even professional) photo-
grapher, but anyone who has a good 
working knowledge of a 35 mm can do 
the job. 
With the actual acting and filming 
accomplished, we next concentrated on 
the script and words. Those who wanted 
speaking parts were given a manuscript 
to practice reading. The person on the 
slide was not necessarily the same per-
son reading that part. Some of our choir 
members were able to both read and 
sing. We practiced the program several 
times without slides and several times 
with slides. If your church has a public 
address system and tape recorder sys-
tem, and if there is extra time, you may 
want to record the speaking and singing 
parts instead of having a live presen-
tation. 
The projectionist was given a copy of 
the manuscript that had asterisks at 
every place he was to advance the pro-
jector. By using a penlight to follow the 
dialogue, he projected the correct slide 
on the screen as the play proceeded. 
We enjoyed doing our Christmas 
program this way. If you think you 
would like to try it, please use any or all 
of these ideas. We would be happy to 
send interested persons a copy of the 
manuscript we used. Feel free to write us 
and please include $1.00 for the cost of 
postage and copying. • 
Harry and Jane Musser are the pastoral 
couple of the Ridgevue congregation in the 
Allegheny Conference. Their address is R. D. 
2, Box 2688, Etters, PA 17319. 
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in or near our church. We asked a 
farmer if we could use his nearby barn to 
take the manger scenes. The shepherds 
in the field were taken in our church's 
yard. The wisemen were photographed 
in the church building, as were Herod, 
Zacharias, Simeon, and Anna. We bor-
rowed and duplicated several slides of 
the Holy Land that we obviously could 
not easily photograph ourselves (such 
as, camels, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, etc.). 
We set one Saturday in October as 
our shooting day and hoped for a bright 
sunny day. (If it had rained, we would 
have waited until the next Saturday.) A 
tentative time schedule had been posted 
several weeks before so people would 
know when to be at their location. For 
example, all angels were to be dressed 
and in the churchyard at 1:00, and all 
shepherds at 1:30. Using my sketches, 
we were able to give a brief description 
of the action, arrange the characters, 
and shoot the scene with relative speed 
and minimal time loss. 
For photographing, my husband Harry 
used a 35 mm camera and Ektachrome 
ASA 100 film. Setting the ASA one stop 
higher than indicated gave us richer, 
brighter colors. Deciding ahead of time 
the number of poses determines how 
much film to buy. We shot about 60 
pictures. When preparing to shoot, 
stand close enough to your subject and 
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The second of two interpretive articles on Nicaragua 
Nicaragua: struggling 
for a better life by Gerald Schlabach 
The reconstruction is not continu-
ing at the expected pace. The 
development process is delayed, 
for the period of emergency is not 
yet passed. 
—Nicaraguan Mennonite involved 
in community development work 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua—There are 
problems in Nicaragua, deep problems 
inherited from centuries of oppression, 
inequity and underdevelopment. Some 
are based on the youth and inexperience 
of a government ambitious enough to 
try to correct history, and thereby taking 
on the risk of hard-to-fulfill promises 
and over-extension. But many are also 
aggravated by U.S. hostility. 
The observer asking, "Are the poor 
better off?" can find the answer he or she 
wants. 
There are clearly far more services— 
rural teachers, utilities for poor neigh-
borhoods, a national system of health 
clinics. However, a lack of hard cur-
rency too often causes a shortage of 
textbooks and medicines. 
A system for rationing basic food 
products and soap keeps prices within 
reach of all, but the resulting increase of 
consumption by most has meant spot 
shortages for some. 
Land reform is helping many small 
farmers while laying the foundations for 
future prosperity. But controlled prices 
discourage some producers. 
These problems are natural results for 
any government trying to promote the 
well-being of the majority while slight-
ing the fewest possible. When analyzing 
the Sandinistas' management record on 
economics, one needs to consider the 
regional economic scene, worldwide com-
modity prices and the availability of 
credit—none of which is favorable and 
each of which is made worse by U.S. at-
tempts to isolate Nicaragua economically. 
As country representative in Nicaragua 
for Mennonite Central Committee, Gerald 
Schlabach works closely with Brethren in 
Christ and Mennonite Churches, as well as 
with other church and government agencies. 
He served with MCCin Guatemala in earth-
quake reconstruction andfor two years was 
a writer in the Akron (PA) Information Ser-
vices office. 
Unfortunately military preparation, 
mobilization and conflict siphon even 
more resources and human power away 
from productive activities. The Sandi-
nistas expected aggression from mem-
bers of Somoza's former National Guard 
and the United States, and they have 
prepared for it by building their forces 
beyond previous levels. 
Without defending revolutionary glori-
fication of the machine gun, it does seem 
clear that the Sandinista Army and mi-
litias have an essentially defensive pos-
ture. They have anti-aircraft weapons, 
not planes; machines guns and mortars, 
not bombs. 
Sandinista soldiers at one of Nicara-
gua's most vulnerable border zones point 
across the Honduran mountains to the 
locations of counterrevolutionary camps: 
"We know where they are. There is no 
lack of desire or ability to go up and 
clean them out." The government seems 
almost desperate to avoid war with 
Honduras, since that could ignite region-
al war. 
The most obvious stain on the Sandi-
nista Revolution is their treatment of the 
indigenous Miskitos of the isolated Atlan-
tic zone. During the first year of the 
revolution, a series of incidents led to an 
Defense forces: even young adolescents 
are encouraged to enlist in the army and 
militia. 
alienation between the Miskitos and the 
Sandinistas. Miskitos were forced to 
relocate in camps further away from the 
border and several thousand fled into 
Honduras as a result of persecution by 
the Sandinista government. The Sandi-
nista government later acknowledged 
their mistakes in dealing with the 
Miskitos. 
Regarding the relationship between 
the Miskitos and the Sandinista govern-
ment, the leadership of the Moravian 
Church (to which most Miskitos belong) 
has gone on record expressing the opin-
ion that: 
The Sandinistas have made the 
same mistakes that governments 
and missionaries throughout the 
Americas have often made in their 
relations with native populations; 
the pressures and publicityfocused 
on the area have only hindered 
church and community efforts to 
work out their own economic, po-
litical and cultural problems with 
the government in an atmosphere 
of loyal criticism and dialogue. 
No one is claiming that the Sandinis-
tas have achieved model democracy or a 
socialist Utopia, much less the kingdom 
of God. But if they have achieved a basi-
cally good government in spite of exter-
nal pressures, their own inexperience 
and the region's penchant for policies 
favoring the few, that is remarkable 
enough. 
Alfonso Robelo, opposition leader 
based in Costa Rica, is one of those 
working to overthrow the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front. He was an 
opponent of Somoza, originally a mem-
ber of Nicaragua's governing junta, and 
now an ally of Somocista counterrevo-
lutionaries largely due, according to the 
Washington Post, to pressure from the 
CIA, which hopes to legitimize the bru-
tal Somocistas. He says, "It appears that 
we have to put up with 50,000 more 
deaths in order to have the right to look 
for dialogue." 
But how bad would Sandinista rule 
have to be to justify the loss of as many 
lives as it took to oust the nearly half-
century-old Somoza dynasty? The ques-
tion might at least prompt American 
policy makers to pause long enough to 
consider the sheer human cost of their 
gambles. 
Present U.S. policy toward Nicara-
gua, after all, suggests costly scenarios: 
—A take-over, however unlikely, by 
counterrevolutionary forces. Their cur-
rent treatment of civilians showing any 
Sandinista sympathies hardly prompts 
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confidence in their commitment to the 
kind of tolerance necessary for any coa-
lition government, which the Reagan 
administration would like to see estab-
lished. 
—A regional war, risking direct in-
volvement by the United States. 
—Pushing the Sandinistas until some-
thing snaps and they stop discriminating 
between violent and constructive op-
position. 
—A generation of indecisive unrest, 
Akron, PA—Mar t in and Dorothy 
Schrag from Grantham, Pa., have fin-
ished a three-week visit to Brethren in 
Christ churches and schools in Zim-
babwe and Zambia, where they partici-
pated in Peacemaker Seminars. 
During their June 1-23 visit Martin 
Schrag gave 29 messages to ten different 
groups of church leaders, Bible school 
students, and church members. Zim-
babwean Bishop Stephen Ndlovu and 
Zambian Bishop William Silungwe in-
vited the Schrags to participate in semi-
nars, with local Brethren in Christ serv-
ing as hosts. The Mennonite Central 
Committee funded the trip. 
Schrag is professor in the religion and 
philosophy department at Messiah Col-
lege in Grantham. His messages on 
peacemaking included the following 
sermon titles: The New Birth and Peace; 
Jesus Christ and the Old Testament; 
Non-Violent Social Change; Church 
and State; and Peacemaking in Home 
and Community. Schrag reported that 
attendance at the seminars varied from 
about 40 to over 350. The largest at-
tendance was at the Sunday morning 
service at Bulawayo's Lobengula Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Some of the other 
places he visited included the Ekuphileni 
Bible Institute in Zimbabwe and the 
Zambian churches and schools in 
Macha, Choma, Matopo, Mtshabezi, 
Sikalongo and Lusaka. 
"One of the most important aspects of 
the meetings was the question and an-
swering periods. The interest in this sub-
ject was down to earth and the quality of 
the questions reflected a real questing 
and a search for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Some of the most signifi-
cant interaction took place in such set-
tings," Schrag commented. 
"The issues of nationalism and oppres-
sapping Nicaragua and its neighbors of 
the creativity to build peaceful and just 
solutions to the common problems of 
underdevelopment. 
With a change of heart, there could be 
one more scenario. There is still the 
opportunity to join with both Nicaragua 
and the United States' more enlight-
ened, reform-minded allies in negotiat-
ing an end to the killing and in establish-
ing peaceful relationships with non-
aligned Third World nations. • 
sion are prominent in the thinking of the 
churches in Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
Both countries have in recent years 
gained their independence and the sense 
of nationalism is rather strong. There is 
concern about the ongoing tribal ten-
sions in Zimbabwe. One of the great 
needs is to continue to foster the concept 
of the church as a biblical social entity 
and social unit from which to work for 
justice," he continued. 
Apartheid, the South African law 
which dictates separatism of the races, 
"looms large in the minds of many 
church members," Schrag stated. Dur-
ing Schrag's visit, the question of how to 
deal with apartheid and whether that 
evil can be overcome by peaceful means 
was raised in discussion following his 
presentations. Schrag comments, "It is 
clear that the distorted biblical basis of 
apartheid must be pointed out and 
efforts must be made to change the 
structures through peaceful means." 
Given the issues of violence and oppres-
sion in southern Africa, the Brethren in 
Christ churches in Zimbabwe and Zam-
bia are interested in exploring the His-
torical Peace Churches' position on 
peace and war, Schrag said. Many 
Brethren in Christ "were concerned as to 
the practical application of the position 
in personal and national life," he added. 
Schrag wrote of their time in Zim-
babwe and Zambia. "It was a fantastic 
experience—being immersed in black 
African culture; seeing places like Bula-
wayo, Choma, Mtshabezi, and Macha; 
observing the work begun by Jesse 
Engle and party in 1899; experiencing 
the present-day sense of fellowship and 
seeing the indigenous leadership at the 
helm leading the churches into a new 
future." —Joy Hofer, MCC Informa-
tion Services. 
BCE director resigns, 
returns to teaching 
The General Conference Board of 
Christian Education has announced the 
resignation of Winifred Swalm as exec-
utive director, effective July 31, 1983. 
Mrs. Swalm took an extended leave 
of absence from her career in public 
education to serve the brotherhood, first 
as associate director for the board for 
one year, then as executive director for 
three years. Her ministry in the area of 
Christian education has been greatly 
appreciated across the church. She has 
accepted a teaching position in Colling-
wood, Ontario, Canada. 
Board chairman Frank Fimiano, 
Souderton, Pa., has been named by the 
board as acting executive director. Com-
munications may be directed to him or 
to Ken Letner, associate director, at the 
office of the board: 500 S. Angle St., 
P.O. Box 27, Mount Joy, PA 17552. 
The telephone number is (717) 653-4321. 
Messiah College 
Dean's List 
The following Brethren in Christ stu-
dents at Messiah College were named to 
the Dean's List for the spring semester 
of 1983. A student must have a semester 
grade point average of 3.6 out of a per-
fect 4.0 to be named to the Dean's List. 
Linda Barrett, Ruth Baugher, Esther 
Brubaker, Karen Brubaker, Sheldon 
Cober, Dawn Crider, Barbara Graybill, 
Mark Heise, Jon Hoffman, Tina Horst, 
John Kreider, Mary Ann Kreider, and 
Julia Lehman. 
Cheryl Mann, Crystal Meek, John 
Melhorn, Kimberly Miller, Lucinda 
Oswald, Nancy Peterman, Cindy Robin-
son, Kimberly Schopf, Steven Sides, 
Anita Waldron, Leslie Weiand, and 
David Zercher. 
Honors graduates 
The following Brethren in Christ 
seniors graduated with honors: 
Summa cum laude (cumulative GPA 
of at least 3.9)—Dennis Davis, John 
Long, and David Zercher. 
Magna cum laude (cumulative GPA 
of at least 3.6 but less than 3.9)—Ruth 
Baugher, Barbara Engle, Denise Sol-
lenberger, and Angela Witter. 
Cum laude (cumulative GPA of at 
least 3.3 but less than 3.6)—Beth 
Cooper, Rodney Musser, Lynn Prior, 
Lisa Puchalsky, and Pamela Teach. • 
Schrags participate in peacemaking 
seminars in Zimbabwe, Zambia 
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church nevOs 
Allegheny Conference 
Twelve members of the Chambersburg, Pa., 
congregation recently visited their daughter 
church, the Uniontown, Pa., congregation. A 
kerosene heater with blower attachment, which 
was purchased by the Chambersburg Boys' Bri-
gade, was presented to Uniontown. • The Colyer 
congregation, Centre Hall, Pa., reports receiving 
ten persons into fellowship on Sunday morning, 
June 26. 
Since the Grantham, Pa., church will not be 
holding Sunday evening services during the 
months of July and August, members of the con-
gregation were encouraged to hold small group 
Bible studies on Sunday evenings. • Earl Herr, 
pastor of the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation 
served as executive secretary for the Morrison 
Cove Crusade for Christ Crusade, held June 12-
19. Other Brethren in Christ pastors participating 
in the crusade were: Merle Horton, Woodbury; N. 
Blain Kauffman, Saxton; Mark Slagenweit, Canoe 
Creek; and Earl Lehman, Shermans Valley. Aver-
age attendance for the crusade was 2,300 with 265 
decisions for Christ being made. 
The Messiah Village congregation. Mechanics-
burg, Pa., observed their fifth anniversary with 
Rev. John N. Hostetter delivering the message. 
Rev. Hostetter was also the guest speaker for the 
first official service. • A consecration service was 
held by the Montgomery congregation, Mercers-
burg, Pa. for their reelected deacon and wife, 
Marvin and Martha Meyers. Bishop Alvin Book 
was the guest speaker. 
The Springhope congregation, Fishertown, Pa., 
reports receiving five persons into fellowship. • A 
food shower was held by the Waynesboro, Pa., 
congregation for their new youth pastor and wife, 
Tom and I.ynne Kershner. 
Atlantic Conference 
Twenty-two persons were received into the Eliz-
abethtown, Pa., congregation recently. Twelve 
persons were baptized in the same service. • The 
Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, NY, 
reports receiving twenty-two persons into fellow-
ship and baptizing seven persons recently. 
A time of tribute and farewell was held by the 
Harrisburg, Pa., congregation for Jess and Ruth 
Stoner. The Stoners. who were lay leaders in the 
Personnel Openings 
Four voluntary service assign-
ments are now open at Kenbrook 
Camp: office secretary, mainte-
nance man, cook (Retreat Cen-
ter) and host (Retreat Center). 
Inquiries or applications should 
be sent to Eugene Wingert, Direc-
tor, Kenbrook Bible Camp, 501 
Pine Meadow Drive, Lebanon, 
PA 17042. 
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church, have entered Voluntary Service. • The 
Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fl., held a 
camp-out and picnic on a June weekend. After the 
picnic on Saturday evening, David McBeth ex-
plained the new cooperative ministries plan for the 
denomination. 
The Pioneer Girls of the Lancaster, Pa., congre-
gation won the first place trophy in the 1983 Pio-
neer Girls Field Day. • A dedication service was 
held recently by the Souderton, Pa., congregation 
for their hand bells. 
Canadian Conference 
On Sunday, Sept. 25, the Falls View congrega-
tion, Niagara Falls, Ont., will observe their 25th 
anniversary. • The Fordwich congregation reports 
baptizing three persons recently. Their pastor 
Kenneth Smith, gave his farewell message on June 
26 before moving to the Oak Ridges congregation. 
A "Canorgathon" was held by the Houghton 
congregation, Langton, Ont., to raise funds for a 
new organ. • As a result of increasing attendance, 
the Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon, Sask., 
has begun a search for more Sunday school facili-
ties. Approximately five classes will need to meet 
outside the church. 
The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation began a 
program of informal evenings entitled, "Supper 
8." Once a month eight persons per group meet for 
a supper together for fellowship on a rotation 
basis. • Eight persons were received into fellow-
ship recently by the Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
A farewell service was held by the congregation for 
their pastoral ccouple, the Walter Wingers, on 
Sunday evening, June 26. 
Rev. and Mrs. Ken Case were installed Sunday 
evening, July 3, by the Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont., as their assistant pastoral couple. A food 
shower was held to welcome the family. • The 
ladies of the Welland, Ont., congregation pre-
sented $1,200.00 to the treasurer of the building 
fund as a result of an auction and bake sale. 
Central Conference 
The Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mi., reports 
holding a tent meeting on June 5-19. Former pas-
tor Bedsaul Agee served as the evangelist. • Rev. 
Carl Stump was the special speaker for the Bethel 
Community congregation, Cassopolis, Mi., for 
their"Reunion Sunday." A program of reflections 
was held in the afternoon with a potluck noon 
meal. 
The T.E.T. (ten, eleven, twelve) girls of the 
Carland-Zion congregation, Owosso, Mi., held a 
rock-a-thon recently in order to earn money for 
camp. • Special guests of the Pleasant Hill congre-
gation, Oh., recently were Pete and Mim Stern. 
The Sterns shared the presentation, "Survival Kit 
for the Two-Thirds World." 
An open house was held in the Sippo Valley 
Church, Massillon, Oh., to honor the pastoral 
couple, Ted and Nola Burwell, on their 25th wed-
ding anniversary. The couple renewed their wed-
ding vows prior to the reception held for them. • 
The Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Oh., 
is holding a contest to help their Sunday school 
grow. Points are obtained by attendance, learning 
verses, bringing visitors, etc. Winners will have a 
free trip to Pennsylvania. 
Midwest Conference 
An informal program was held by the Abilene, 
Ks., congregation, to honor their pastoral couple, 
Rev. and Mrs. Henry Landis, for their seven and a 
half years of service. Special recognition was also 
given to Lowell and Dorcas Hoover for their 27 
years as deacon and wife. 
The Bethany Church, Thomas, Ok., held a fel-
lowship supper. The theme was "Faith for Growth— 
Our Vision for the Future," and was a time for the 
congregation to bring their gifts and pledges for 
the building project. • Two young people were 
baptized at a Galilean Service held by the Dallas 
Center, la., congregation in a farm pond. A picnic 
lunch followed the morning service. 
A "This is Your Life" program was held for 
Pastor Jim and Gladys Esh by the Mountain View 
congregation, Colorado Springs, Co. The Esh's 
last Sunday as pastoral couple was June 26. 
The Labish congregation, Salem, Or., recently 
heard a concert by Joy Spring. Refreshments were 
served after the evening program. 
The Salem Singers presented a weekend of ser-
vices to the Upland congregation, Ca. On Satur-
day evening a social time was spent with the youth, 
a combined rally was held during the Sunday 
school time, and a concert was presented during 
the morning worship service. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Bauman: Jessica Amber, June 23; Jim and 
Annette Bauman, Highland congregation, Oh. 
Crowe: Erin Michelle, June 26; Mark and Pam 
Crowe. Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Cuppett: Johnathan Edward, June 14; Thom-
as and Sheila Cuppett, Van Lear congregation, 
Md. f 
Herr: Ryan Earl, June 18; Rev. Earl and 
Sharon (Miller) Herr, Martinsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Hodgkins: Jeffrey Steven, June 12; Doug and 
Dorothy Hodgkins, Welland congregation, Ont. 
Hoffman: Laurel Serene, June 28; Warren and 
Connie Hoffman, Oklahoma City congregation, 
Ok. 
Kalombo: Mutinta, June 16; Mukuwa and 
Esther Kalombo, Grantham congregation. Pa. 
Kauffman: Jeffrey Paul, June 18; Doug and 




Knepper: Megan Beth, March 19; Dennis and 
Linda (Hostetler) Knepper, Van Lear congrega-
tion, Md. 
Lauver: Susan Ann, June 8; Charles and Linda 
Lauver, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Candace Nichole, July 5; Nathan and 
Judy Lehman, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Rebecca Joanne, June 29; Bob and 
Grace Lehman, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Lints: Bethany Allison, June 30; Tom and 
Claudia Lints, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Darrel Scott, May 23; Galen and 
Nancy Martin, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa. 
McConnell: Ashley Renee, June 13; Phil and 
Colette McConnel, Highland congregation, Oh. 
Miller: Keith Daniel, May 17; Doug and Dar 
Miller, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Olsen: Nicolas Joseph, June 11; Bruce and 
Elsie Olsen, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Rosentrater: Ruth Erin, June 14; Dave and 
Sabina Rosentrater, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Stump: Daned Janine, July 1; Daryl and Jill 
Stump, Union Grove congregation, In. 
Taylor: Matthew Scott, June 22; Steve and 
Julie Taylor, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Throne: Jennie Christine, June 10; Dennis and 
Gwyneth Throne, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Wagner: Derek Lee, June 26; Barry and Deb 
Wagner, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Wuthnow: Melanie Lynn, June 27; Mark and 
Stephanie Wuthnow, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Weddings 
Baum-Boll: Mabel Jean, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John H. Boll, Manheim, Pa., and Dennis E., 
son of Mrs. Grace E. Baum, Lebanon, Pa., June 4 
in the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Roy J. Peterman, Rev. Lee Damon and Rev. 
Levi Mummau officiating. 
Bowman-Grove: Pam Grove and Brian Bow-
man, July 2, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Henry Hostetter officiating. 
Britten-Wright: Michele Claire, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Wright, Scarborough, 
Ont., and David Peter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Britten, Stouffville, Ont., June 11, in the Bridle-
wood Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Leonard J. Chester officiating. 
Cote-Marrone: Deborah Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Marrone, and Kenneth John, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Cote, Bristol, Ct., June 
18 in the Grace Baptist Church in Bristol. 
Coy-AUeman: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles F. Alleman, and Daniel, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Errol Coy Sr., Shippensburg, Pa., June 
18 in the Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Lee Carbaugh, uncle of the bride, and 
Rev. Larry Strouse officiating. 
Czetkovic-Rodrique: Lina John Rodrique and 
Zvonimir (Sam) Czetkovic, both of Welland, 
Ont., April 23 in the Welland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Walter Kelly officiating. 
Dempster-Broadbent: Lori Sue, daughter of 
Gordon Broadbent and Dorothy Tulk, Scarbor-
ough, Ont., and Thomas Michael, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Dempster, Cornwall, Ont., May 21, 
in the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Leonard Chester officiating. 
Doolittle-Wimer: Martha Suzanne, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Wimer, Pequea, Pa., and 
David Alan, son of Mrs. Ruth Powers, Lancaster, 
Pa., and Charles Doolittle, Millersville, Pa., June 
12 in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Heisey-Martin: Valerie(Mimi) Martin, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Morris, Bronx, NY, 
and Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Warren Heisey, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., May 28, in the Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop Alvin 
Book and Rev. Dale Allison officiating. 
Hoffman-Duke: Tracy Duke and Doug Hoff-
man, June 11, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Mater-Emerson: Jacqueline, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd Emerson, and Blain, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Merle Mater, Port Colborne congrega-
tion, Ont., April 16 with Rev. James Cober 
officiating. 
Menassa-Rafla: Maggy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Antoun Rafla, Toronto, Ont., and Tarek, 
son of Mrs. Mabel Menassa, Don Mills, Ont., 
May 28, in the Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, with Rev. N. Said, Rev. Magdi Sedra, 
and Rev. Leonard Chester officiating. 
O'Connor-Bender: Lisa, daughter of Fred and 
Nancy Bender, Elizabethtown, Pa., and William, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. William O'Connor, Milan, 
Mo., July 1 in the Conoy Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Kenneth L. Engle officiating. 
Shertzer-Lanas: Deb Lanas and Steve Shertzer, 
July 2, Manor congregation, in the Calvary Inde-
pendent Church. 
Singer-Wiser: Madeline E. Wiser and Frank 
Singer, June 26 in the Green Spring Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Larry Strouse and Rev. 
John Rosenberry officiating. 
Tucker-Zaek: Joyce Zack and Louis Tucker, 
April 22 in the Welland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Walter Kelly officiating. 
Weller-Kibler: Sally Corinne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John K. Kibler, Columbia, Pa., and 
Dennis Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. David L. Weller, 
Macungie, Pa., June 18 in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Youngblut-Dennis: Kathryn Dennis and 
Donald Youngblut, May 21 in the Welland Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Walter Kelly 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Clemence: Hazel Clemence, Kindersley, Sask., 
born June 26,1907 in Souderton, Pa., died May 2, 
1983 in the Kindersley Union Hospital. She was 
married to Stan Clemence who survives. Also sur-
viving are two daughters: Shirley Bradley and 
Gerry Carson; a son, Verne; seven grandchildren; 
three sisters; and a brother. She was a member of 
the Kindersley Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert 
Thompson. Interment was in the Kindersley 
Cemetery. 
Cullen: Roy A. Cullen, born Aug. 27, 1924, 
died June 20, 1983 in Clifford, Ont. He was pre-
ceded in death by his first wife, Helene. He is 
survived by his second wife, Mildred; a daughter; 
two sons; and seven grandchildren. Rev. Kenneth 
Smith conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was in the Fordwich Cemetery. 
Engle: Adda M. Engle, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
died June 8, 1983 at the age of 94. She was the 
daughter of Uriah and Barbara Gish Sultzbaugh. 
She was married to J. Avery Engle who preceded 
her in death in 1953. She is survived by a daughter, 
Lois S.; a sister-in-law, Anna Engle; a step-son, 
Paul M.; eight grandchildren; 19 great-grandchil-
dren; and three great-great-grandchildren. She 
was a member of the Elizabethtown Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. W. Dale Allison and Rev. Joseph 
P. Hyatt. 
Fishburn: Anna G. Fishburn, born June 18, 
1898, died June 6, 1983. She was married to Harry 
J. Fishburn who preceded her in death in 1971. 
She is survived by two foster daughters: Anna 
Forry and Carol Thompson; a foster son, Alex-
ander Mitzkavich; seven foster grandchildren; 
four foster great-grandchildren; and a sister, Katie 
Sherk. She was a member of the Mt. Pleasant 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Jerel Book. Interment 
was in the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. 
Fleming: Eunice Fleming, Kindersley, Sask., 
born Jan. 14, 1894, died March 3, 1983 in the 
Kindersley Union Hospital. She was married to 
Dave Fleming who preceded her in death in 1951. 
She is survived by a son, Don; a daughter, Lois 
Mackie; eight grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. Three brothers and three sisters 
preceded her in death. She was a member of the 
Kindersley Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert 
Thompson. Interment was in the Kindersley 
Cemetery. 
Kramer: Anna B. Kramer, died June 9, 1983 in 
Rest Haven, Pa., at the age of 77. She was pre-
ceded in death by .her husband Edward on Feb. 19, 
1983. She is survived by two sons: Melvin and 
Robert. She was a member of the Tremont 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. William Fetrow and Rev. 
Albert Kahler. 
Kramer: Edward Kramer, Schuylkill Haven, 
Pa., died Feb. 19, 1983 at the age of 84. He was 
married to Anna B. Kramer for fifty years. He is 
survived by two sons: Melvin and Robert. He was 
a member of the Tremont Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was conducted by 
Rev. William Fetrow and Rev. Albert Kahler. 
Martin: Vickie Martin, Clarence, NY, born 
August 16, 1960, died June 28, 1983. She was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Martin who 
survive. Also surviving are a sister, Mrs. Darlene 
Barnett; and a brother, Douglas. Rev. Paul Hensel 
and Rev. Richard Long conducted the funeral 
service in the Clarence Center Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Vogel: Christian Vogel, Kindersley, Sask., born 
Oct. 9, 1901 in Russia, died March 27, 1983 in the 
Kindersley Union Hospital. He was married to 
Elizabeth Daubert who survives. Also surviving 
are two sons: Allen and Herb; six grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; two brothers; and three 
sisters. Two brothers and a sister preceded him in 
death. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Robert Thompson. Interment was in the Kinders-
ley Cemetery. 
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A message from those leading us in 
Cooperative Ministries and Mission 1984 
Central Conference 
"CM&M will help us as a denomination, through our stewardship, to affirm in an even more 
visible way the principle of Christian brotherhood. It is also my belief that CM&M will enable us 
to keep our purpose clearly in focus and to achieve its related goals on every l eve l -
congregational, regional, and general." 
Rev. Edgar Wright 
Pastor, Highland Church 
West Milton, Ohio 
Pacific Conference 
"The CM&M program will help us as a brotherhood to see the wide, wide challenges of the 
world as a unified challenge. It will enable us to carry on the total mission of the church in the 
spirit of unity rather than diversity." 
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga 
General Conference Secretary 
Upland, California 
Allegheny Conference 
"CM&M is a step toward more responsible stewardship of the resources with which God has 
entrusted us. In this, individuals and congregations anticipate the ministries and programs of 
the church and the resources of God's providence. Then we seek to discover what God would 
have us do about them. From here we take steps of faith in commitment of ourselves and our 
dollars to God's work in the world. In CM&M, we can 'buy into' ministries and mission of the 
church and walk along with God's servants in the completion of the tasks." 
Dr. Owen H. Alderfer 
C. N. Hostetter Jr. Professor of Theology 
at Messiah College 
Atlantic Conference 
"CM&M will help our ministries in order to fund the future growth of the church. Our strong 
mutual support will increase the efficiency and unity of the brotherhood at the regional and 
general conference levels, leaving more time and resources for our ministry." 
Marlin H. Thomas 
President, Willow Valley 
Associates at Lancaster, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
"We need to have the work of the various church agencies brought before us on a regular, 
ongoing basis. CM&M does this by helping us learn about the people who comprise these 
agencies. Thus unitedly as a church we can more intelligently support them with our prayers 




"My thanks to David McBeth and our Regional Stewardship Committee for excellent leader-
ship in this area of giving. I am concerned that members of our conference obtain a good 
understanding of the significant ministries of the Brethren in Christ Church. Further, I hope 
that through these promotional efforts, those members will more strongly believe that these 
are worthy causes and that they can be more adequately supported by the Cooperative 
Ministries approach." 
Dr. Ira Eyster 
Norman, Oklahoma 
Provided by the Commission on Stewardship and Finance 
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hymn might be "Gentle Jesus, Meek 
and Mild." And there's nothing wrong 
with that, you understand, as long as 
that's not the total picture. Jesus was not 
sent here by a Father of All Mankind to 
tell us, "Everything's gonna be O.K." 
Jesus said some hard things; they are 
things that today's society ridicules or 
forgets altogether. 
Jesus said exclusive things like: 
Enter through the narrow gate. For 
wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many 
enter through it. But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, 
and only a few find it. (Matthew 7:13, 
14) 
Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, 
Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 7:21) 
Whoever acknowledges me before 
men, I will also acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven. But whoever disowns 
me before men, I will disown him before 
My Father in heaven. (Matthew 10:32, 
33) 
Jesus said harsh things. To those talk-
ing of following him: 
Follow me, and let the dead bury their 
own dead. (Matthew 8:22) 
Do not suppose that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth. I did not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. For I have 
come to turn 
'a man against his father, 
a daughter against her mother, 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law— 
a man's enemies will be the 
members of his own household.' 
(Matthew 10:34-36) 
Jesus told parables that spoke of 
judgment and separation (Matthew 13: 
24-30; Matthew 22:1-14; Matthew 25: 
1-13). He used less-than-kind words like 
"fools," "blind hypocrites," "white-
washed tombs," and "snakes," for those 
who claimed righteousness, yet did not 
act righteously (Matthew 23). 
Jesus is presented as both savior and 
judge. It is in love that we are given the 
choice as to which it will be. His anguish 
over our choice is illustrated by his 
words: 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill 
the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, but you were 
not willing. (Matthew 23:37) 
Responsibility of discipleship 
Because Jesus did come to seek and 
save the lost—and because lost people 
are a reality—Jesus called his disciples 
to be fishers of men. And this means we 
must maintain the proper tension be-
tween God's love as shown in Christ and 
God's judgment which is promised. 
But how do we live with this tension? 
I've been convicted in my own life of 
how infrequently I view people from the 
standpoint of a "fisher of men." And I've 
wrestled with why? Is it because I have 
given in to a pseudo-Christian spirit that 
is afraid to pass judgment on obvious 
sin? Or have I enjoyed the security of a 
Christian community for so long that 
I've forgotten the reality of "lostness"? 
As I have thought on these things, I've 
gone to Paul's "fisher of men" statement 
in 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. Here are the 
words of one who kept judgment, love, 
and witness all in perspective. Paul says 
"All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting men's sins against 
them. And he has committed us to the 
message of reconciliation" (verses 18, 
19). 
Motivations for witnessing 
Some people could conceivably wit-
ness for the purpose of self-glory. There 
are churches which make a big thing out 
of the "numbers racket." "This Sunday 
we had 180 come forward. That brings 
our total this year to 1253." I don't think 
that is a good motivation, but God uses 
all types of things to achieve his pur-
poses. (See Philippians 1:15-18.) 
Others may witness from a sense of 
duty. In this category are those who 
compare our witnessing to a fire alarm. 
If your neighbor's house was on fire and 
you knew he was inside asleep, you 
would frantically try to warn him. Like-
wise, it is said, the same level of motiva-
next page, please 
Beat the Price Increase 
O n January 1,1984, the subscription rates for the Evangelical Visitor 
will be increased, to help cover printing and postage costs which have 
continued to rise over the past four years. 
This is your "golden opportuni ty" to subscribe or renew at the 
current rates. (Your best buy? The lifetime subscription!) 
U.S. funds Canadian funds 
Introductory offer for 
new subscribers $ 6.00 $ 7.00 
1 year renewal 7.00 8.00 
2 years 13.50 15.00 
3 years 20.00 22.00 
5 years 32.50 36.00 
Lifetime subscription 125.00 140.00 
Gift subscriptions 6.00 7.00 
You may order through your congregation's Fall Visitor Subscription 
Drive. Or send your check or money order, with your name and 
mailing address, to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 
46550. 
Subscribe Today! 
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tion should constantly propel us to wit-
ness. This is the "the Bible says it, my 
church expects it, so I do it" syndrome. 
Again, the word is going out. But that 
can become a burden and Jesus prom-
ised, "My yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." 
Again, a desire for witnessing can be 
strong within people because they are 
aware of others' needs. There are those 
who have waited in prayer before the 
Lord for a "vision" for the lost. I think it 
was General Booth of the Salvation 
Army who prayed that he might see into 
the very brink of hell to get a feel for the 
lostness of those without Christ. 
But I see Paul giving the key to the 
whole matter. He wrote, "the love of 
Christ compels us." The Greek con-
struction can be taken one of two ways: 
either objectively, our love for Christ; or 
subjectively, Christ's love for us. Per-
haps it is an exegetical cop-out, but I 
want to opt for both. Here is a reciprocal 
love. Paul does not know of a knowl-
edge of Jesus that does not lead to con-
trol by the love of Christ. 
Here I am brought face to face with 
reality. If I'm not witnessing, perhaps 
the depth of love just isn't there. Maybe 
there hasn't been the experiential illu-
mination of the magnanimity of Christ's 
love. It is when we are seized by Christ's 
love for us that we reciprocate with a 
total love for him. 
For a moment, think of Paul as a 
fisher of men. Was it the desire for per-
sonal glory that helped him endure the 
beatings? Was it his sense of duty that 
sent him into situations where his own 
life was at stake? Was it his knowledge 
of lost people that kept driving his spirit 
even while in prison? I think not. It was 
the overwhelming sense he had of Jesus' 
own love—and that caused him to love 
Jesus in return. 
Renewing our love relationship 
How do we grow to love Jesus more? 
The obvious answer is to spend time 
with him. In a courtship situation, spend-
ing time with that special one leads to 
the decision to spend more time. The 
result is a marriage union. 
A young man soon to be married told 
me of his excitement as his wedding day 
approached. He found that in his joy, he 
wanted to tell everyone. He even invented 
ways to weave that choice information 
into a conversation. He was full of love 
for his bride to be and it bubbled over. 
This young man made the same spir-
itual application, too. He said the thought 
came to him one day, "What would my 
witness be if I maintained this level of 
felt love for my Lord?" 
We know love is not just a feeling. 
There is a "commitment love" that goes 
beyond a "feeling love." But I want to 
challenge you to consider the implica-
tions of Jesus' call, "follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men." 
You may need to reevaluate your 
basic presuppositions in life. Or you 
may just need the reminder of his call. 
But if your witness is silent, perhaps you 
need to freshen your love relationship 
with Jesus. 
If you do, he is waiting, ready to show 
you his love. • 
Orjesinjus Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you everything that is happening here. Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
When Jesus said that we would be 
witnesses to him, what did he mean? In 
those last intimate words with his disci-
ples (Acts 1:8), Jesus was describing 
more than commanding, wasn't he? 
This question grows out of my reflec-
tions on what I've observed among the 
believers here. 
From the records of the early expe-
riences of believers in and around Jeru-
salem, it seems that they were witnessing 
when explaining themselves to ques-
tioners—and usually doing it in relation 
to the Scriptures that were meaningful 
to their hearers. They spoke of Jesus in 
the context of personal experiences with 
him, explaining him as the fulfillment of 
God's promises to them in Scripture. 
I observed that your pattern was to 
respond to your questioners in the con-
text of their own world experiences, 
whether that was Greek or Hebrew. 
Your knowledge of both of those world 
views helped you to bear witness to 
Christ in ways that made sense to them. 
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Here in our communities there is va-
riety of expression as people bear testi-
mony to their experiences with Christ. 
Perhaps the weakest testimonies I hear 
are those that don't seem to relate to the 
questions on the minds of their listeners. 
The net result is that in place of testi-
mony, the words come as a sort of "pro-
nouncement," irrespective of what the 
listeners' questions may be. Maybe we 
forget that Jesus is still "on trial" in the 
minds of many people—and that our 
testimony can be important evidence in 
his favor. 
Perhaps many of us suffer from un-
familiarity with Scripture on the one 
hand, and on the other a limited under-
standing of cultural differences among 
those to whom we speak. And some-
times our testimony is so individualistic 
that it bears only slight resemblance to 
scriptural revelation or cultural experi-
ence. 
But any seeming deficiences are over-
come when we respond to questions that 
are asked us about how and why we live 
as we do. It is in these settings that a lot 
of exciting things are happening—and it 
happens mostly out in the marketplace 
where a Christian disciple is most con-
spicuous. If a person sees a disciple who 
raises questions in his or her mind, that 
person becomes very inquisitive: 
—What makes you like that? 
—What do you really believe about 
Jesus Christ? 
—Why do you pay attention to me? 
—How can you endure all those dif-
ficulties and insults? 
—You make me feel so accepted, and 
important to you. Why? 
So, I guess we are coming along in 
our witnessing—as we make ourselves 
vulnerable to the questions of the 
troubled and uncommitted who are 
watching us. Your model and those of 
the early apostles are very instructive to 
us. Like you said to the Philippians, I 
haven't yet "reached the mark" in wit-







In connection with business and family travel, I've 
recently been in touch with a number of friends from 
across the United States and Canada. While the fel-
lowship has been superb, later reflection reveals a 
surprising number of difficulties confronting these 
friends. 
One family is agonizing over teenage sons, in trou-
ble with school and law enforcement officials. Three 
persons have had their employment terminated for 
one reason or another, with the inevitable nagging 
questions about self-worth and the future. Another, 
while secure in his employment, spoke of his unhappi-
ness, feeling a lack of stimulation coupled with an 
isolation from anyone who seems to really care about 
his interests or needs. 
In several different states, friends have identified 
problem areas in the life of their home congregations 
in terms of spiritual vitality, leadership and/or out-
reach. They ask, "How can we begin to face these vital 
issues without some people feeling threatened or de-
fensive, and others becoming super-critical? I see a 
deterioration of our life together as the people of God, 
but I don't know how to get a handle on it." 
And, at latest count, at least four couples with 
whom we maintain some kind of connection are expe-
riencing marital discord, ranging from mild to severe. 
An alcoholic spouse is a factor in one marriage; stress 
of work assignments seem to be complicating the 
relationship in at least two others. 
This litany of problems is not unique. No doubt you 
could recite a similar list of difficulties facing your 
family and friends. Troubling me is the fact that so 
many of these friends live out of state—too far away 
for us to do much by way of lending a sympathetic ear 
or giving a timely, encouraging word. 
However, it is comforting to know that we are not 
without hope in any of these very real, very painful life 
situations. Our predicament is not the final word. The 
good news is that God's redeeming love and trans-
forming grace is a reality, available to all who will seek 
him. Repeatedly in recent weeks I've thought of the 
Gaither hymn (scheduled for the new hymnal) which 
speaks of the enduring nature of God's love: 
"Redeeming love, a love that knows no limit; 
Redeeming love, a love that never dies; 
My soul shall sing throughout the endless ages 
The adoration of this great love on high."1 
How awesome and humbling, yet how gratifying, to 
know that God is at work, setting you and me free 
from the guilt of sin. Isolation and estrangement can, 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, be replaced by 
trust, love, and acceptance. What a great reality to 
experience in one's own life! And what a tremendous 
message of hope to share with others! 
God reveals his love and forgiveness in the midst of 
our human predicaments. But that is not all. God's 
design is that our lives are to be transformed, by the 
power of his grace at work in us. Our self-destructive 
tendencies can be changed. Strained relationships with 
others can be healed. The Bible is filled with examples 
of bleak human dilemmas which were transformed 
into opportunities for spiritual growth and fellowship 
by the God whom we serve. 
There are times when this transformation by grace 
happens quickly. Other times it is a slow growth pro-
cess, accompanied by considerable effort on our part, 
often even pain. For example, in a recent issue of 
Leadership, a person in full-time ministry traced the 
long process of being delivered from the enslaving 
grasp of pornography. Eloquently detailing his strug-
gle and final victory, he wrote, "I cannot tell you why a 
prayer that has been prayed for ten years is answered 
on the 1,000th request when God has met the first 999 
with silence."2 (Addressing the topic of temptation, the 
entire issue is worthy of your study.) 
Fortunately, many (though not all) of my friends 
mentioned above are aware of God's redeeming love 
and transforming grace at work in their particular 
predicament. And they are discovering certain things 
God expects them to do for themselves in their situa-
tion. My concern is for those who, for whatever rea-
son, refuse to concede they have a problem or fail to 
accept God's plan for resolving the dilemma. 
Redeeming love, transforming grace. Promised by 
God, experienced by Christians through the centuries— 
this is the content of our witness and the hope of our 
tomorrows. G 
'"Redeeming Love," by Gloria Gaither. ® 1963, 1976 by William J. 
Gaither. ' 
2Leadership, Fall, 1982. Published by Christianity Today, Inc. 
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T h i n g s are not always what they seem 
to be. A story is told about a nearsighted 
whale that fell in love with a U.S. sub-
marine. He followed the submarine every-
where it went; and every time the sub 
fired a torpedo, the whale passed out 
cigars. 
Likewise, we can have mistaken ideas 
about church growth. It is possible for a 
church to be growing without new births 
taking place. I have heard that called 
"transplants"—Christians coming to a 
church from other churches for various 
reasons. And that is not a bad thing. But 
it is not a good thing if that is the only 
way growth is taking place. 
Perhaps the ideal is for new births to 
be happening because people are wit-
nessing, while other people come in 
because they see that we are committed 
to a strong teaching ministry and to 
Christian fellowship. It is not enough to 
see people born from above. We must 
not leave the infant to die from starva-
tion or overexposure to the harsh ele-
ments of a hostile environment; we must 
work for the development of strong and 
mature Christians. 
The Grantham Church is committed 
to a ministry of edification. Many of our 
ministries are directed toward believers. 
Moreover, we are situated in a "Chris-
tian community." For all these reasons, 
we must constantly remind ourselves of 
Matthew 4:19, " 'Come, follow me,' 
Jesus said, 'and I will make you fishers 
of men'." We also need to keep in touch 
with the real world so that we stay aware 
of the need that people have for Jesus to 
be Savior and Lord. 
A possible dilemma 
We identify ourselves as evangelicals. 
The evangelical movement emerged 
from the narrower fundamentalist camp 
in order to have open dialogue with 
larger biblical scholarship, to minister in 
the area of social concerns, and to 
accommodate the gospel message to the 
needs of our day. We understand that 
sin is not the simple categorization of 
certain "things," nor do we any longer 
try to solve the issue of sin by legislating 
morality. 
Over the years, evangelicals have 
broadened and become reputable in 
academic circles. We have turned away 
from harsh judgmental attitudes that 
amount to a 20th century Pharisaism. 
We seek to be charitable and accepting, 
eager to portray the love of our Lord. 
And this is good. 
But I'm concerned that in this kind of 
accommodation, the reaction against 
narrow exclusiveness may include a 
departure from some good things. You 
will recognize this as the "throwing the 
baby out with the bath water" syn-
drome. That's something to keep in 
mind as we consider our own identity. 
I'm glad the Brethren in Christ Church 
is sensitive to a changing world and has 
seen the need to relate to it. But I'm also 
concerned that we not lose those things 
for which early Anabaptists gave their 
lives, and those principles for which our 
early founders suffered ridicule and rejec-
tion. But that is another topic. 
My concern here is that we do not 
lose the conviction of absolutes just 
because a sophisticated world, caught 
up in a changing philosophical wind, 
considers something narrow or "medie-
val." One is considered out of step any-
more to consider people "lost." That's 
judgmental! And I wonder whether it's 
any longer chic to use the word "saved." 
Somehow it seems that these words 
have been left behind with fundamen-
talism. 
Here is the issue. On the one hand, 
can we take a stand on principle without 
being legalistic and self-righteous? On 
the other hand, can we recognize our 
own sin and fallibility without collaps-
ing into a weak-kneed tolerance of any-
thing and everything? If we aren't care-
ful, a quest for righteousness can alienate 
people who need us. But the alternative, 
of functioning as a public relations ma-
chine that pats everyone on the back, is 
no better. 
Jesus: Savior and Judge 
So this call comes from Jesus, "Fol-
low me, and I will make you fishers of 
men." Yet we need to understand the 
total picture of who Jesus is. Many peo-
ple know only a one-sided Jesus— 
someone always talking about love (what-
ever that means anymore) and patting 
little children on the head. Their token 
to page 29, please 
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